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Bishop Bradosky joins American
religious leaders in defending
marriage and religious freedom
Bishop John Bradosky of the
North American Lutheran Church
has joined other American
Christian leaders and religious
leaders from other faith
communities in an open letter
defending marriage and religious
freedom.

marriage, and so avoid
threatening the religious freedom
of countless institutions and
citizens in this country. Marriage
and religious freedom are both
deeply woven into the fabric of
this nation,” the letter says.
In addition to Bishop Bradosky,
signers to the letter include
leaders from a wide range of
Christian church bodies — from
Roman Catholics and Anglicans
to Baptists and Pentecostals.

“Marriage and Religious
Freedom: Fundamental Goods
That Stand or Fall Together —
An Open Letter from Religious
Leaders in the United States to
All Americans” was released on
Thursday, Jan. 12.
“As religious leaders across a
wide variety of faith communities,
we join together to affirm that
marriage in its true definition
must be protected for its own
sake and for the good of society,”
the letter states.
“We encourage all people of
good will to protect marriage as
the union between one man and
one woman, and to consider
carefully the far-reaching
consequences for the religious
freedom of all Americans if
marriage is redefined,” the letter
says.

Bishop John Bradosky
The letter notes that changing the
definition of marriage will change
hundreds of laws. It also states
that those who hold to traditional
religious beliefs about marriage
would face discrimination and
legal sanctions for holding to their
faith if the definition of marriage
is changed.
“We especially urge those
entrusted with the public good to
support laws that uphold the
time-honored definition of

The Rev. Matthew Harrison,
president of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, was
among the 39 signatories.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America and some other liberal
Protestant church bodies did not
have any leaders sign the letter.
“Being bold in on our confession
of Christ to a hostile culture is
never easy. There are times
when making a stand for what we
believe brings us into relationship
with those of diverse theological
perspectives. That is certainly the
Continued on Page 3

Marriage and Religious Freedom:
Fundamental Goods That Stand or Fall Together
An Open Letter from Religious Leaders in the United States to All Americans
January 12, 2012
Dear Friends:
The promotion and protection of
marriage — the union of one man
and one woman as husband and
wife — is a matter of the common
good and serves the wellbeing of
the couple, of children, of civil
society and all people. The
meaning and value of marriage
precedes and transcends any
particular society, government, or
religious community. It is a
universal good and the
foundational institution of all
societies. It is bound up with the
nature of the human person as
male and female, and with the
essential task of bearing and
nurturing children.
As religious leaders across a wide
variety of faith communities, we
join together to affirm that
marriage in its true definition must
be protected for its own sake and
for the good of society. We also
recognize the grave consequences
of altering this definition. One of
these consequences — the
interference with the religious
freedom of those who continue to
affirm the true definition of
“marriage” — warrants special
attention within our faith
communities and throughout
society as a whole. For this
reason, we come together with
one voice in this letter.
Some posit that the principal
threat to religious freedom posed
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by same-sex “marriage” is the
possibility of government’s
forcing religious ministers to
preside over such “weddings,” on
pain of civil or criminal liability.
While we cannot rule out this
possibility entirely, we believe
that the First Amendment creates
a very high bar to such attempts.

religious people and groups in
the ordinary course of their many
private or public occupations and
ministries — including running
schools, hospitals, nursing
homes and other housing
facilities, providing adoption and
counseling services, and many
others.

Instead, we believe the most
urgent peril is this: forcing or
pressuring both individuals and
religious organizations —
throughout their operations, well
beyond religious ceremonies —
to treat same-sex sexual conduct
as the moral equivalent of marital
sexual conduct. There is no
doubt that the many people and
groups whose moral and religious
convictions forbid same-sex
sexual conduct will resist the
compulsion of the law, and
church-state conflicts will result.

So, for example, religious
adoption services that place
children exclusively with married
couples would be required by law
to place children with persons of
the same sex who are civilly
“married.” Religious marriage
counselors would be denied their
professional accreditation for
refusing to provide counseling in
support of same-sex “married”
relationships. Religious
employers who provide special
health benefits to married
employees would be required by
law to extend those benefits to
same-sex “spouses.” Religious
employers would also face
lawsuits for taking any adverse
employment action — no matter
how modest — against an
employee for the public act of
obtaining a civil “marriage” with a
member of the same sex. This is
not idle speculation, as these
sorts of situations have already
come to pass.

These conflicts bear serious
consequences. They will arise in
a broad range of legal contexts,
because altering the civil
definition of “marriage” does not
change one law, but hundreds,
even thousands, at once. By a
single stroke, every law where
rights depend on marital status
— such as employment
discrimination, employment
benefits, adoption, education,
healthcare, elder care, housing,
property, and taxation — will
change so that same-sex sexual
relationships must be treated as
if they were marriage. That
requirement, in turn, will apply to
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Even where religious people and
groups succeed in avoiding civil
liability in cases like these, they
would face other government
Continued on Page 3
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sanctions — the targeted
withdrawal of government cooperation, grants, or other
benefits.
For example, in New Jersey, the
state cancelled the tax-exempt
status of a Methodist-run
boardwalk pavilion used for
religious services because the
religious organization would not
host a same-sex “wedding” there.
San Francisco dropped its $3.5
million in social service contracts
with the Salvation Army because
it refused to recognize same-sex
“domestic partnerships” in its
employee benefits policies.
Similarly, Portland, Maine,
required Catholic Charities to
extend spousal employee
benefits to same-sex “domestic
partners” as a condition of
receiving city housing and
community development funds.

In short, the refusal of these
religious organizations to treat a
same-sex sexual relationship as
if it were a marriage marked them
and their members as bigots,
subjecting them to the full arsenal
of government punishments and
pressures reserved for racists.
These punishments will only grow
more frequent and more severe if
civil “marriage” is redefined in
additional jurisdictions. For then,
government will compel special
recognition of relationships that
we the undersigned religious
leaders and the communities of
faith that we represent cannot, in
conscience, affirm. Because law
and government not only coerce
and incentivize but also teach,
these sanctions would lend
greater moral legitimacy to
private efforts to punish those
who defend marriage.
Therefore, we encourage all
people of good will to protect

marriage as the union between
one man and one woman, and to
consider carefully the far-reaching
consequences for the religious
freedom of all Americans if
marriage is redefined. We
especially urge those entrusted
with the public good to support
laws that uphold the timehonored definition of marriage,
and so avoid threatening the
religious freedom of countless
institutions and citizens in this
country. Marriage and religious
freedom are both deeply woven
into the fabric of this nation.
May we all work together to
strengthen and preserve the
unique meaning of marriage and
the precious gift of religious
freedom.
The letter was signed by 39
religious leaders representing a
variety of faith traditions. The list
of signers is available online.

Bishop Bradosky among signers of Open Letter
Continued from Page 1
case among those who have
joined together to sign the
statement released today
regarding the preservation of
religious freedom, the sanctity of
marriage, and the definition of
marriage preserved in the
Scripture and the faithful
interpretation of the Scriptures
over thousands of years,” said
Bishop Bradosky.
“While we believe these
understandings and values are
essential for the good of all
people in our nation and
throughout the world, and further
believe that political pressure
exerted on the church to
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acquiesce or redefine marriage
according to relativistic cultural
understandings is a perversion of
rights guaranteed by our
Constitution, it is abhorrent to us
because it is contrary to the
teaching of the Scriptures. The
definition of marriage is
established by the Creator,
affirmed by the Savior and
blessed by the Holy Spirit. It is
therefore impossible for the
Church to redefine or acquiesce
to such changes and remain
faithful.
“It is sad to admit that our culture
has reached a point where such
a statement is necessary, and yet
it is for just such a time as this
that the Lord has called the North
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American Lutheran Church into
being, to be able to make such a
stand and offer our support to
this important cause,” Bishop
Bradosky said. “For all those
reasons I am honored to sign this
document.”
In December of 2010, Bishop
Paull Spring of the NALC joined
other American religious leaders
in signing “The Protection of
Marriage: A Shared
Commitment.”
The letter including the list of
signers is available online at
www.thenalc.org. A list of
frequently asked questions and
an executive summary are also
available online.
January 2012

NALC and Missouri Synod leaders meet
An initial discussion between
representatives of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and the
North American Lutheran Church
was held Dec. 15-16 in St. Louis.
Leaders from the two church
bodies discussed theological and
ecumenical issues facing each
church body, as well as potential
areas of cooperative work.
The meeting was held at the
invitation of Missouri Synod
leaders. The NALC had formally
expressed a desire for
conversations with the LCMS in
the “Initial Statement on the
Ecumenical and Inter-Lutheran
Commitment” approved by the
2011 Convocation.
The NALC was represented by
Bishop John Bradosky; Bishop
Emeritus Paull Spring; Pastor
Mark Chavez, NALC General
Secretary; Pastor David W endel,
NALC Ministry Coordinator; and
the Rev. Dr. James Nestingen,
professor emeritus from Luther
Seminary.
The LCMS was represented by the
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, Synod
President; the Rev. Dr. Albert
Collver, Assistant for Church
Relations; the Rev. John Pless,
professor at Concordia Theological
Seminary in Fort W ayne; and the
Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer and the
Rev. Larry Vogel, both from the
Synod’s Commission on Theology
and Church Relations.
President Robert Bugbee of the
Lutheran Church—Canada
attended as a formal observer.
“I am deeply grateful for the
gracious hospitality of President
NALC News

Harrison and his competent staff.
Our dialog transcended all of our
hopes and expectations,” said
Bishop Bradosky. “The level of
openness, honesty and trust
evident in our conversations was
commensurate with those whose
relationship had spanned years.
That experience may be based on
the fact that our common
commitment to Biblical authority
and theological integrity has
spanned many years to our formal
meeting. Our time together affirms
that there is much that unites us
and very little that divides.
“It was our hope that we would find
ways to work together to strengthen
our witness to the world and care
for the needs of people while
clearly proclaiming the Gospel. In
fact, we have found more ways
than we can deal with in a single
meeting. It is apparent that more
meetings are both needed and
desired by both groups to develop
this relationship in ways that will
create an enduring bond between
us because of the faith we share in
Christ Jesus,” Bishop Bradosky
said.

and years of suffering as their
former church body slipped further
and further from the W ord of God.
“W e’ve shared but a small splinter
of that cross as we too have been
forced to distance ourselves from
the ELCA after years of so much
good work and many personal
relationships,” he said.
“The NALC fervently desires to
take the Scriptures and the
Lutheran confession seriously.
These men are creedal Christians
who share our own convictions on
fundamental issues of life and
sexuality. W e do have real
differences and they will not be
easily overcome. But the outcome
is the Lord’s.
“W e wish the NALC every
blessing as it moves forward. May
God grant us all repentance,
forgiveness and a renewed
hunger and thirst to be faithful to
His revealed and inerrant W ord,”
President Harrison said.

“In the spirit of the hope and
expectation of the Advent season
our hearts are filled with
encouragement and strength for
all the future holds in this
relationship between The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and the
North American Lutheran Church.
Thanks be to God!” he added.

Discussion of theological and
ecumenical issues facing each
church took up much of the
meeting time. Areas of cooperative
work between the church bodies
were also considered. The group
heard presentations by Barb Below
from the President’s office on
LCMS restructuring. The Rev. John
Fale of the International Missions
office of the LCMS reported on the
Synod’s work of mercy.

President Harrison noted, “Our
initial dialogue with NALC
representatives has been a rather
joyous surprise. Bishop Bradosky
and the men who joined him in
our time together have been
profoundly molded by the cross

The meetings between the two
church bodes will continue. The
next meeting is planned for May in
Columbus, Ohio. Plans for future
meetings include time to address
matters of difference and
agreement between the churches.

4

January 2012

Commission is preparing the way for
Canadian congregations to join NALC
The North American Lutheran
Church is preparing the way for
Lutheran congregations in Canada
to become a part of the NALC.
The NALC Canadian Commission
met Dec. 6-7 in Edmonton,
Alberta, to work on the crossborder legal, operational and
ministry details necessary for
Canadian congregations to fully
function as a part of the NALC.
“In forming the NALC there was a
vision of uniting faithful and
orthodox Lutherans across the
entire North American continent.
That vision is moving forward as
Lutheran churches in Canada are
voting to join the NALC. But the
unity in ministry sometimes is
challenged by legal issues as we
work across national borders,”
said Pastor Donald Allman, chair
of the Canadian Commission.
The commission — which is made
up of three Canadian pastors and
three American pastors — “was
formed to find ways to maintain
our oneness while meeting the
legal requirements of two nations,”
he explained.
“Using Ephesians 4 as our
devotional and discussion text,
we found a solid bond in faith.
From our shared center in Christ
and commitment to the four
fundamental values of the NALC,
we went to work on overcoming
the legal obstacles that stand in
our path,” he said.
“Many of the things already
established in the U.S.A. now
NALC News

both sides of the border. Similar
tactics are used by bishops and
the denominations to create fear
and force congregations to stay in
the ELCA and the ELCIC. People
wanted assurances that the NALC
would not go down the same path
as the ELCA and ELCIC.
need to be established in
Canada,” Pastor Allman
explained. “We need to assure
charitable tax status and
licensing to perform marriages.
Pension funds and medical
benefits will not work across
borders. Contributions that cross
the border create a legal issue.
Mobility of pastors, seminary
training, military chaplains, and
Mission District connections are
all concerns to be addressed.
“Many of the items are now in
place thanks to the foresight of our
Canadian pastors on the
commission. Proposals were sent
to the NALC Executive Council
regarding legal counsel to work out
incorporation in Canada. We are
also very grateful to the Lutheran
Church—Canada (sister church of
the LCMS) for their offers to help
us get established in Canada,” he
said.
“The highlights of the time together
were the two meetings led by
Bishop Bradosky introducing the
NALC to several hundred people
representing more than a dozen
congregations,” Pastor Allman
said.
“The discussion and questions at
those meetings showed that we
deal with the same concerns on
5

“Bishop Bradosky outlined how
those bodies got to where they are
and how building on a different
foundation with a different set of
values will keep us from repeating
their errors. He encouraged them
to lean into the race set before
them and leave the past behind.
The meetings ended with great
enthusiasm as we move forward
together,” he said.
NALC leaders are also consulting
with leaders of the Anglican
Church in North America as to
how they have handled crossborder issues in their church.
Two congregations in Canada
already have voted to join the
NALC, and additional congregations are expressing interest in
being a part of the NALC.
Many congregations are
considering leaving the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada which, like the ELCA in
the United States, has moved
away from traditional Christian
teaching and practice.
Like those leaving the ELCA,
those leaving the ELCIC believe
that the Bible no longer norms
the faith and practice of their
previous church body.
January 2012

LWR responds to floods in Philippines
A severe tropical storm struck the southern
Philippines on Dec. 16, causing landslides and
massive flooding on the island of Mindanao, where
Lutheran World Relief is implementing a number of
sustainable development projects.
Two major cities in northern Mindanao — Cagayan
de Oro and Iligan City — were badly hit, as were
many surrounding areas. There have been 1,100
casualties reported, more than 1,900 injured, 1,079
remain missing and more than 695,000 affected,
most living in areas where LWR works.

LWR is also distributing Quilts, Personal Care Kits,
and School Kits from its warehouse in Mindanao,
as well distributing other critically needed items to
flood-affected families.
LWR and partners are also planning a longer-term
response that will include cash-for-work programs,
provision of clean water, building shelter and
rehabilitating homes for more than 900 families.

LWR staff on the ground report that 69,287 people
are living in evacuation centers while an additional
258,539 people are staying with relatives or in
makeshift structures. Rescue operations are also
ongoing to locate missing individuals and to recover
those who perished in the floods.

Additionally, LWR is responding through its
membership in the ACT Alliance, a global coalition
of churches and agencies engaged in development,
humanitarian response and advocacy.

Water access remains the priority concern, with 80
percent of the affected population lacking access to
flowing water. Shelter is also a major concern with
more than 37,000 homes damaged and more than
10,000 completely destroyed.

LWR and its ACT partners are assessing the
situation on the ground and will work to determine
the best emergency response.
You Can Help

Evacuation centers are overcrowded, making
hygiene and sanitation issues a serious concern.
Diarrhea, wounds, and skin diseases have been
reported.

The most efficient and effective way to assist those
in need is with a cash donation. LWR needs to
raise $250,000 to respond to this disaster. You
may give to LWR online at lwr.org/donate or by
phone at 800-597-5972. You may also mail a gift to:

LWR local staff and partners have been directly
impacted by the floods and at least one LWR
project, which works with seaweed farmers in
Hinatuan and Marihatag, experienced extensive
damage. Families working with LWR to improve
their crops and income saw their entire seaweed
crop washed away in the floods.

Lutheran World Relief
P.O. Box 17061
Baltimore, MD 21298-9832
Your gifts will be used to respond to the Philippines
Floods until needs there are met. Gifts received
after that time will be used where needs are
greatest. Thank you for your compassion. Please
give generously.

LWR is Responding
LWR and partners are responding in the areas of
Surigao del Sur, Cagayan de Oro and Lanao del
Sur. LWR and partners are reaching out to floodaffected communities with emergency cash
assistance to buy food, medicine and other
necessities.

NALC News

LWR also needs Quilts and Kits to respond to this
emergency and others around the world. Please
consider making Quilts and Kits to help stock our
warehouse in Mindanao and enable us to respond
to other needs in the future.
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Congregations consider ratification
of 2011 NALC Convocation actions
Congregations of the North American Lutheran
Church are considering whether to ratify two major
decisions made by the NALC’s 2011 Convocation.

Many of the amendments to the constitution
remove provisions related to the first year of the
NALC’s life. The constitution included several items
addressing the NALC’s first year such as providing
leaders for the first year and electing leaders to
staggered terms at the 2011 Convocation.

As a part of its commitment to be congregationallyfocused, the NALC constitution requires major
decisions to be ratified by its congregations before
going into effect.

Information detailing the terms of office for officers
and Executive Council members was added to the
constitution, as was information on how to fill a
vacancy in any office. Also added was a process for
removing a person from elected office should that
become necessary.

The decision on whether to ratify these actions will
normally be part of a regularly scheduled
congregational meeting such as an annual meeting.
Two decisions by the Convocation have been sent
to congregations for consideration:

There were also style and typographical changes to
the constitution. For example, references to
“pastors” were changed to “ordained ministers” and
references to the annual Convocation are now
capitalized rather than lower case.

+ A Full Communion Agreement with the Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus.
+ Amendments to the NALC constitution.

Full Communion with
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus

Congregations were sent information on the
ratification process including a response form. The
information includes copies of the constitutional
amendments and information about the Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. The documents
sent to congregations are also available on the
NALC website — www.thenalc.org.

The 2011 Convocation of the North American
Lutheran Church unanimously approved a Full
Communion relationship with the Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus.
The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus,
the Lutheran church in Ethiopia, is one of the
largest Lutheran church bodies in the world, with
5.6 million members. It is also among the world’s
fastest growing churches — adding 300,000
members in 2010.

“Congregational participation is a cornerstone of
NALC governance. One element of this
participation is ratification. By requiring ratification
of certain key decisions, the NALC ensures that
NALC members are aware of and broadly support
those decisions. Participation in the ratification
process is an important responsibility that every
congregation owes to its own members and to all
other NALC congregations,” explains an information
page sent to congregations.

The Rev. Dr. Gemechis Desta Buba, NALC
Missions Director, is a native of Ethiopia. He is
widely respected among Ethiopian Lutherans and
was instrumental in building the strong relationship
between the EECMY and the NALC.

Constitutional Amendments
The Ethiopian church has challenged changes in
teaching on marriage and sexual ethics by some
North American Lutheran church bodies as being
against the clear teaching of Scripture.

The constitution and the proposed amendments, as
approved by the Convocation, are available online
at www.thenalc.org.
NALC News
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Mission Director Gemechis Buba
reports on visit to Ethiopian church
The Rev. Dr. Gemechis Desta Buba,
NALC Missions Director, visited the
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane
Yesus Dec. 1-19. Pastor Buba met
evangelists and congregations,
preaching and teaching throughout the
country. Here is a report from his visit:
With God’s grace I have safely and
fruitfully completed my mission trip in
Ethiopia. This visit was a great blessing
to me and to the church in Ethiopia. It
was very extensive and nationwide.
The trip covered most parts of the
nation. We went from the EthiopiaSudan boarder in the west all the way to
the capital city, Addis Ababa. During the
visit I saw how the Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) is
NALC Missions Director Gemechis D. Buba speaks at a conference in
experiencing unprecedented and
Ambo, Ethiopia. The congregation in Ambo has grown to over 2,000
explosive growth. The church is facing members in five years.
a great number of challenges, as well
percent of their congregations are led by lay
as, opportunities as a result of this growth.
evangelists and commissioned elders.
The following are some of the most remarkable
opportunities and breakthroughs the Mekane Yesus Wholistic Ministry: EECMY is also doing a great
job in translating its motto — “Preaching the Whole
church is experiencing:
Gospel to the Whole Person” — into action by
working hard on poverty reduction, community
Explosive Church Growth: Everywhere I went
development projects, education and health sector
church buildings are filled to capacity and
development. This is being done at the
overflowing. The EECMY is now heading toward
congregational level through diaconal ministry and
becoming the largest Lutheran church in the world
at the national and international levels through the
with close to 6 million members. The overwhelming
church’s development office.
majority of the Mekane Yesus church members are
young people under the age of 30. Thus it is a very
vibrant young church. The major means of growth is Youth and University Students’ Ministry: The
overwhelming majority of Mekane Yesus church
congregational self-multiplication. An average
members are youth and young adults. The Mekane
church plants several mission congregations.
Yesus youth ministry is one of the most vibrant
youth movements in the Lutheran world. The level
Lay Leadership: EECMY is mobilizing nearly a
of participation at Mekane Yesus youth conferences
third of a million people as lay ministers of the
Gospel in many different ways. Lay ministry and lay and rallies is astounding.
mission movements are the backbone of the
Continued on Page 9
Mekane Yesus ministry operation. Nearly 70
NALC News
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Continued from Page 8
Vision for Global Mission: The EECMY is now
working very hard to raise global missionaries
and send them to other nations. They have
already sent missionaries to Israel, Pakistan and
Mali. They are raising and training many more
missionaries for other nations. Furthermore, a
group of the Mekane Yesus mission leaders will
visit the United States for a ministry tour in the
fall of 2012. The Mekane Yesus International
Mission Society is driving this mission
movement. They are holding large rallies where
they bring together as many as 60,000 people for
global mission prayer rallies and conferences.
National Prayer Movement: Where the church
is growing exponentially that kind of growth rate
and ministry opportunity always comes with
many challenges and spiritual warfare.
Therefore, it is a must for churches like Mekane
Yesus to be on their knees and to seek the face
of God. The New Testament mission-driven
church must allow the Holy Spirit to guide every
step of her vision and direction. Therefore,
prayer is very much part of the church’s identity,
principle and practice.
Some of the challenges that the EECMY is
facing include:
1. Leadership Capacity Development is the
single most urgent challenge the Mekane Yesus
church is facing. The church is growing faster
than the pace of its leadership development. In
the middle of this growth, there are very few
workers. These workers are over-stretched and
tired. Raising more leaders, equipping them for
mission, motivating, encouraging and supporting
new leaders is the prime need of the church. In
order to help with that, the NALC is sending our
first missionary for leadership training. Professor
James and Carolyn Nestingen are going to
Ethiopia in January to teach at the Mekane
Yesus Theological Seminary. The NALC mission
office is currently looking for theologians and
pastors who are willing to be short-term or longterm missionaries to teach at one of the
EECMY’s seminaries.

Gathering of university students in Addas Ababa.
countries are facing the major challenges of
globalization and cultural shift. Marriage, family and
morality are under constant attack. Youth are
victimized with the expansion of moral perversions
through media, movies, international conferences,
pressure from Western churches and an unjust push
from western governments through conditional aid
given to poor nations.
3. Poverty Reduction: Mekane Yesus is the church of
the poor, the lower class and the peasant. They work
among the majority of Ethiopians and especially among
the very poor. Therefore, helping to reduce poverty is a
great challenge for the church and for the society.
4. Technology and Communication: In this
information age, the Mekane Yesus church remains
very much in technological darkness. Less than 5
percent of its pastors have access to any form of
technology. As a result, communication is very slow or
nonexistent. There are so many stories and
testimonies to be shared and to be communicated
locally and globally. However, lack of information
technology and skills to access modern communication
media is keeps the majority of ordained and lay
leaders in the dark.
5. Church Building and Worship Sites: Ethiopia’s
population is booming, making it the second largest
nation in Africa, after Nigeria. It is also becoming very
expensive to buy land and to build shelters or worship
spaces. Muslims are buying prime land and the most
visible locations with support from Arab nations.
However, being the church of the poor and competing
for land in this culture is becoming impossible.

2. Globalization and Cultural Shift: Churches
in Africa and in other southern hemisphere
NALC News
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church bodies have emerged to carry on the
mission of the Gospel without compromise.

Continued from Page 9
6. International Relations: Ethiopia as a nation
educates her high school and university students
using English as the main medium of communication.
However, the quality of education is very poor in the
country. International relations are also poor for the
nation and for the church. The church is struggling
to develop good quality international relations.

International Mission and Leadership Trip: The
Mekane Yesus church will host the second
International Mission and Theological Conference
will be April 21-26 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. North
American Lutherans are invited to be a part of this
great conference. Keynote speakers include
President Wakseyoum Idossa of the Mekane Yesus
Church; Bishop John Bradosky of the NALC; Pastor
Kip Tyler, chair of the LCMC Board of Trustees;
Pastor Michael Bradley, Director of the Alliance of
Renewal Churches (ARC) and President of the
Master’s Institute; Pastor Gemechis Buba, NALC
Missions Director, and many other major
theologians from Europe, Africa and North America.
All lay and ordained leaders are invited to be part of
this exciting and historic conference. The mission
conference is expected to attract more than 20,000
people. It will be followed by the church’s leadership
conference. You are encouraged to come and
experience it. Contact Rachel Sosebee — 614-7775709 or rsosebee@thenalc.org — for more
information or to register.

These are some of the opportunities and
challenges facing the Mekane Yesus church. Their
work is being driven forward by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and they march ahead to be a great
blessing to Africa and to the world.
The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania
are becoming two of the leading church bodies in
the Lutheran World Federation.
They are Biblically grounded, mission-driven and
confessional churches. In 2011, both the North
American Lutheran Church and Lutheran
Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) voted
to enter full communion agreements with the
Mekane Yesus church. Leaders and members of
the EECMY rejoice in their confessional and
missional solidarity with the NALC and LCMC. They
are extremely joyful and thankful that these new

NALC News

Please keep praying for the Mekane Yesus church
and for her leaders as they also pray for you and for
the renewal and growth of Lutheran church bodies
in North America.
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Didi & Serafina Panzo begin work
as NALC missionaries in Equador
Didi and Serafina Panzo began
work as missionaries in Equador
in December. The Panzos are
among the first missionaries of
the North American Lutheran
Church. Their work is a
cooperative venture of the World
Mission Prayer League and the
NALC.
The Panzos are working with a
Christian Foundation that is
called Paz y Esperanza (Peace
and Hope) that supports and
helps victim of sexual abuse and
domestic violence, giving them
the tools that are needed to
restore their lives and to connect
them to Christ.
The Panzos’ responsibilities
include pastoral care, counseling
and evangelism. They are also
working with some Lutheran
churches in Guayaquil and
Cuenca to expand their involvement in this ministry as a way of
spreading the Good News to the

NALC Missionaries Didi (wearing suit and tie) and Serafina Panzo pose with,
from left, the Rev. Robert Chinchin, president of the Lutheran church in
Equador; the Rev. Luiz, vice president; the Rev. Lauro Garcia, the Director
of the Bible Institute; and a friend from Canada.
needy and helping them to regain
their value as children of God.
Individuals and congregations
can support Didi and Serafina’s

The Orders of Creation
Canadian Rockies Theological Conference
Featuring Jim Nestingen and Nathan Yoder

April 16-19, 2012
Canmore, Alberta - Banff National Park
Watch the NALC News for more information
or contact Pastor Phil Gagnon: 780-458-6012 or pastorphil@me.com
NALC News
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work in Equador through the
World Mission Prayer League.
You can follow their work and
learn of specific prayer requests
through their online blog at
wmpl.org/blogs/dspanzo.
You can learn more about the
World Mission Prayer League
online at wmpl.org or by calling
them at 612-871-6843. Gifts may
be sent to World Mission Prayer
League; 232 Clifton Avenue;
Minneapolis, MN 55403.
“Our request to you, our brothers
and sisters, is to hold us in your
prayers as Guayaquil has been
declared internationally the most
dangerous city for crime,
especially kidnaping,” Didi wrote
in a letter to NALC Deans.
January 2012

Motivating and Empowering Your Priests
In Pursuit of the Great Commission
topics was the question, “When did you realize God
was calling you to the ministry?” Somewhat
misguided given that all Christians have been called
to ministry, not just pastors. Martin Luther, in his
day, was quite outspoken on the subject. “Here is
the root of the terrible domination of the clergy over
the laity. In virtue of a physical anointing, when
their hands are consecrated, and in virtue of their
… vestments, the clergy claim to be superior to the
Christian laity, who, nevertheless, have been
baptized with the Holy Spirit … Now we, who have
been baptized, are all uniformly priests in virtue of
that very fact.” (Pagan Servitude of the Church)

By Pastor Don Brandt
Lutherans are quick to pay lip service to Martin
Luther’s emphasis on the “priesthood of all
believers.” However, for many congregations and
pastors, lip service is as far as it goes.
This is tragic on at least two levels. For one thing,
this is an important theme not only for Luther, it is
also something emphasized in the New Testament.
Addressed to first century Christians, we read in
1 Peter, “But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light”
(1 Peter 1:9).

When members are all too willing to function as
sheep. When members are reluctant to accept God’s
call to ministry, the mission of Christ’s Church suffers.
This reluctance can be due, in part, to the traditional
Lutheran tendency to set clergy apart from the laity.
However, on a more individual level, this reluctance
might stem from a lack of self-worth among some
members. And then in many congregations a culture
has developed, over time, where pastors are
expected to pretty much “do it all.”

Another reason why this is so important: There is a
direct relationship between the degree to which the
laity of a given congregation are motivated to
embrace their call as “priests” and the ability of that
congregation to effectively and faithfully witness to
the Gospel.
Consider some of the more common examples of
when the priesthood of all believers has been
neglected or ignored:

A few families or individuals dominate
congregational life. In some congregations, both
the pastor and an overwhelming percentage of
members are too intimidated by a few controlling
individuals to ever move the congregation forward
in mission. Often this control of congregational life
by a few “alligators” is the result of these members
being strong financial givers. The congregation has
grown dependent on their contributions and, as a
result, is “held hostage” by their implied or stated
threats to withhold their offerings. Regardless of
the specific circumstances, this kind of coercive
control should never be permitted. When the
overwhelming majority of the membership feels
disenfranchised in this way, it is extremely difficult
for the congregation to be passionate in its pursuit
of the Great Commission.

The pastor functions as “gatekeeper.” This can
happen for a number of reasons. One is the need
some pastors have to be in control of just about all
the ministries in their congregations. This can be
due to personal insecurity or a genuine conviction
that only pastors have the necessary training and
spiritual maturity to be ministry leaders. As
someone who has attended three different
seminaries, let me state something up front to those
of you who are lay people: Seminary education is
not all you might hope it would be when it comes to
preparing students to be effective parish pastors.
And something else: While a century ago a
seminary graduate was probably better educated
than the great majority of congregational members,
today that is less likely to be the case. I recall
particular conversations with other students when I
attended seminary. One of the recurring discussion
NALC News

Some practical suggestions for helping the lay
people of your congregation become part of God’s
“priesthood”:
Continued on Page 13
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On a typical Sunday morning, how many member
volunteers have a role they are expected to fulfill?
Count everyone — Greeters, ushers, readers,
musicians, choir members, etc. Now, what
percentage of your total worshipping attendance does
this represent? For too many congregations this
percentage is far too low. In a time when too many
Americans are skipping worship on a given Sunday —
either due to apathy or other conflicts — we need to
be very intentional about creating more Sunday
morning volunteer opportunities. Be creative, and
don’t forget to involve your children and youth.

Continued from Page 12
1. Make the priesthood of the laity a pervasive,
recurring theme in congregational life. Whether
from the pulpit or in adult classes and groups,
members need to be encouraged and prodded to
both identify their God-given gifts and seek ways to
use those gifts in ministry.
2. Commit, as a congregation, to ministry
models and strategies that require lay
leadership. Don’t make the mistake of assuming
that hands-on pastoral leadership is required for
every new ministry venture. Instead, in partnership
with your pastors, seek out and recruit lay leaders
who you know have the necessary gifts to lead your
new ministry initiatives. (Perhaps the most obvious
example of a ministry requiring a great deal of lay
leadership is a congregation-wide small-groups
ministry.)

In far too many congregations the ministry of
the laity is a tragic example of unrealized
ministry potential. Don’t allow this to be the case
in your congregation.
“Speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow
up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From
Him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself
up in love, as each part does its work.”
— Ephesians 4:15-16

In virtually all of your congregational ministries
make sure as many members as possible share
ownership. Where two can lead or participate,
don’t settle for one. Where three can participate,
resist settling for two. It’s about as many volunteers
as possible having a vested interest in seeing your
ministry efforts succeed. Consider an oftenoverlooked example of this: Your worship and
hospitality ministries. Ask yourself this question:

NALC News

Pastor Don Brandt serves as senior pastor of
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Salem, Ore. He
writes this monthly column, “In Pursuit of the
Great Commission.” You may contact him at
DonB@oursaviorssalem.org.
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Old Latin Collects are a Treasury of Prayer
Fifth Sunday after Trinity follows closely the English
of The Book of Common Prayer of 1549. It is truly
worthy of being retained in the treasury of the
Church’s prayer. It expresses a fervent faith and
possesses a rhythm well suited for public recital.

By Pastor Michael G. Tavella
Last month, the Collect for Purity was cited as an
example of a beautiful prayer expressed in terse
language and conformed to a particular structure.
We find this same brevity, structure (with some
variation), and beauty in all the old Latin Collects
appointed for each Sunday of the Church Year that
are included in the Common Service Book of 1919,
the Service Book and Hymnal of 1958, and other
Lutheran service books.

A revision of the prayer that conforms to modern
English usage and retains the elevated liturgical
style follows:
O God, You have prepared for those that love You
such good things as pass all understanding. Pour
into our hearts such love toward You, that we,
loving You above all things, may obtain Your
promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, Who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Most of these traditional collects derive from three
Sacramentaries — the Gelasian, Leonine, and
Gregorian — which contain prayers for the Mass.
The Lutheran churches of the Reformation retained
these collects, a treasury inherited from the
Western Church (see the Preface to the Common
Service, 1888). Most of these collects are over one
thousand years old. Some of the appointed collects
in the Common Service are from a later time.

The structure of this prayer is typical of many of the
Collects of the Church Year: an address to God, a
referral to God’s nature or deeds, a petition, and a
result clause followed by the termination, “through
Jesus Christ . . .”

The Church did not always possess this treasury.
Saint Justin Martyr’s First Apology provides a brief
description of Christian worship as practiced in
Rome in the second century. He does not mention
prayer before the reading of the Scriptures. The
prayers he does mention are the intercessions and
Eucharistic prayer.

In this slight revision, the “Who” of the first relative
clause is changed to You; the old verbal forms have
been updated; the “Thee and Thy” have been
changed to “You and Your”; the Latin, saecula
saeculorum, is translated “now and forever” rather
than “world without end” (although this older
rendering is wonderful); and the word, man, referring
to all humankind, is replaced with the word “all”.

An English translation of the Latin Collects is found
in The Book of Common Prayer of the Church of
England (first edition 1549, published in the reign of
King Edward VI). They reflect the superb literary
style of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer and others.
Here is an example:

The old Latin Collects fit a one-year lectionary. For
many years now, we have been using a three-year
lectionary. New prayers have been composed for
each Sunday in the three year cycle. There remains
room for newly-composed collects, especially
prayers of high literary quality and theological
depth.

O God, Who hast prepared for them that love Thee
such good things as pass man’s understanding:
Pour into our hearts such love toward Thee, that
we, loving Thee above all things, may obtain Thy
promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever
One God, world without end. Amen.

Here is an example of a newly composed prayer for
“The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany,” Cycle B.
Judge for yourself if it meets the foregoing
requirements.

In the Common Service Book, this Latin Collect
from the Gelasian Sacramentary appointed for the
NALC News
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that are faithful to the teaching of the Holy
Scriptures. Criticism of composed prayers as “less
spiritual” or “unspiritual” is alien to the catholic
tradition and, specifically, to Lutheran practice.

Continued from Page 14
Almighty and everlasting God, You created and
sustain the heavens and the earth, never growing
weary. Renew the strength of those who wait for
You so that they may ever hope in the fulfillment of
Your promises; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Latin Collects are a treasury of prayer. They
are beautiful expressions of the faith of the Church.
They need not be restricted to public worship but
can also be employed in private devotions.

The prayer is drawn from the language of Isaiah
40:21-31. The theme of a collect may be taken
from one or more of the appointed Scriptures
including the psalm for the day, said or sung
between the First and Second Readings, or from
the liturgical season.

Any composer of new Prayers of the Day for the
worship of the Church is well advised to follow the
model of the Latin Collects. Most of them have
been with us for over one thousand years. They
are durable, having stood the test of time. The
Church’s worship has been enriched by their
introduction centuries ago into the liturgy.

The Prayer of the Day is said by the pastor before
the reading of the lessons. It is a corporate prayer
(we and they rather than I), recited by the pastor on
behalf of the congregation after the salutation. A
brief silence may be kept after the salutation before
the prayer is said.

Next month we will begin a close look at the
canticles and chanted prayer of the Eucharistic
liturgy.
Pastor Michael G. Tavella and his wife Pastor
N. Amanda Grimmer are pastors of Holy Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Abington, Pa.
He writes this monthly column on worship. You
may contact him with comments or suggestions
at MGTavella@msn.com.

Prayer takes many forms. It may be impromptu (on
the spur of the moment), extemporaneous (with
little preparation or without printed text), or
previously composed and recited from a text. The
Holy Spirit works in and through all kinds of prayers

A New Deaconess
Marybeth Howe was consecrated as a
deaconess in the Lutheran Deaconess
Association Dec. 4 at First Lutheran
Church, a NALC congregation in
Kirkland, Ill., where she serves.
The Lutheran Deaconess Association is a
pan-Lutheran association. You can learn
more at www.thelda.org.
Pictured are, from left, front row:
Deaconess Catharine Bluege; Deaconess
Cheryl Erdmann; Deaconess Marybeth
Howe; Barbara North, Stephen Minister;
and Pastor Carl Rasmussen. Back row:
Deaconess Barbara Herzinger;
Deaconess Sheryl Andreasen; Deaconess
Lisa Polito, LDA Executive Director; and
Deaconess Susan Mary Predoehl.
NALC News
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Bishop Bradosky’s Christmas message
This past year has been filled with
difficult struggles for many in our
midst. Some have asked, how do
we celebrate Christmas in the midst
of uncertainty, issues of trust,
volatile emotions, worry about what
others will think and laboring to
discern God’s will through it all?

us, entering into our world and our
experience. His birth reminds me
that, prior to receiving the complete
joy of embracing Him, we must
embrace the struggle. There is no
easy way to receive Him. It is a
part of the transformation process
necessary for life. Going through
the struggle prepares us to
embrace Jesus as our Lord and
Savior. It prepares us to receive all
that He offers us — His love that is
eternal, far more powerful than any
of the difficulties we face.

The struggle for people of faith
today is no different than it was at
the very inception of Christianity —
the birth of Jesus.
There is no better way to deal with
our struggles than to turn to the
Christmas story in the Gospel of
Luke and journey with Mary and
Joseph in the midst of their
struggles. I encourage you to take a
few moments to read Luke 1:1 2:20.
Following the will of God does not
prevent struggles — but produces
them. Consider Mary’s struggle in
accepting God’s plan for a Savior.
She could not see into the future or
know how it would all turn out. She
knew she would become pregnant
and bear a child. What would
Joseph think? W hat would he do?
Joseph had every right to have her
put to death, but he decided to
quietly remove himself. He too is
confronted by the will of God and
conforms to that will, in spite of what
family, friends and the community
might think.
The journey to Bethlehem was
certainly not a joy ride. They arrived
in a strange place with no friends or
family, feeling alone and displaced.
There was not even a decent place
to stay. A barn would have to do.
The birth itself was no less
traumatic. Mary had no experience.
She was young, and this was her
first. The struggle, pain and sense
of hopelessness would have been
NALC News

overwhelming.
W ill this ever be over? Will these
contractions that overwhelm my
whole being ever lead to life?
Mary’s questions are our questions
in the life of the congregation.
Luther writes, “Think, women, there
was no one there to bathe the baby.
No water, no fire and no light. The
mother was herself midwife and
maid. The cold manger was the bed
and the bathtub. Who showed the
poor girl what to do? I am amazed
that the little one did not freeze. Do
not make of Mary a stone. It must
have gone straight to her heart that
she was so abandoned. She was
flesh and blood and must have felt
miserable — and Joseph too — that
she was left in this way, all alone,
with no one to help, in a strange
land in the middle of winter ... She
was not a stone.” Luther captures
the struggle of their circumstance.
It is into this very struggle that the
Creator of the universe takes on
human flesh and becomes one of
16

Luther writes, “Look upon the baby
Jesus. Divinity may terrify us;
inexpressible majesty will crush us
... He took on our humanity that
with love and favor He would
console and confirm. See how
God invites you in many ways. He
places before you a baby in whom
you may take refuge. You cannot
fear Him for nothing is more
appealing than a baby. See how
great is the divine goodness that
seeks above all else that you
should not despair. Trust Him and
believe that He is come not to
judge you but to save you!”
The transforming power of the Holy
Spirit was at work in the lives of
Mary and Joseph as they believed!
Believing moves us from passive
observers to active participants.
They believed, trusted, and received
faith that produced in them a joy that
nothing could remove. The struggles
remained but paled in comparison to
their life with Jesus. That same truth
and experience is ours.
Thank you for your faithful witness
and competent leadership even
when the journey is difficult. May
every struggle you face find its
resolve in the manger of Bethlehem!
Bishop John Bradosky
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