“Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord,
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it” (Psalm 22:30-31).
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Introduction
As we approach Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the season of Lent, it seems worthwhile to say a few
words of introduction regarding this historic, often misunderstood observance. Without presenting a
detailed explanation of the development of Lent, it is enough to say that a time of repentance, reflection
and renewal has been practiced by Christians as a 40-day season (excluding Sundays) from the fourth
century to the present day. Lent had its roots in baptismal preparation, fasting before celebration of Easter,
and renewed baptismal commitment for those who had fallen away from the faith. Historically, Lent has
been associated with the three spiritual disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving (see Matthew 6).
Lutherans have often focused their observance on growing deeper in the Word of God, study of Luther’s
Small Catechism, and reflection on one’s sinfulness, repentance and renewal through God’s grace and
forgiveness. What is important, for Lutherans, is that Lenten observance be seen as a gracious gift for
renewal and spiritual refreshment, not a good work to please God or earn His favor.
Martin Luther, preaching on Matthew 4:1-11, wrote about the spiritual discipline of fasting, “But the worst
of all is that we have adopted and practiced fasting as a good work: not to bring our flesh into subjection;
but, as a meritorious work before God, to atone for our sins and obtain grace” (Sermon for the First Sunday
in Lent, Luther’s Church Postil). Whether we share Lenten devotions, worship more frequently, give up
things for Lent or engage in the biblical practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, it may never be
understood as “a meritorious work before God, to atone for our sins and obtain grace.” Lent itself is a gift
of God! So, with regard to Lenten devotions and all Lenten disciplines: use them in grace! People often
become demoralized and disheartened when, by the end of the first week, they have stumbled in their
Lenten discipline. If you miss a day’s devotion, or several days, catch up when you have time. There’s no
eternal harm in reading two day’s devotions at once, or reading one week’s devotions all together, if
necessary. This booklet offers short, to-the-point devotions that do not take much time so that you may
find joy in the simple Lenten discipline of daily devotions.
This Lenten daily devotional is based upon the daily lectionary provided in the NALC Devoted To Prayer daily
prayer and reading guide, which is also an adapted version of the daily lectionary in the Lutheran Book of Worship,
Year II. The daily lectionary appoints three lessons for each day, although, for the purposes of this booklet, one
reading has been chosen as the basis for each day’s reflection. The executive staff of the NALC have prepared
devotions for each day from the Ash Wednesday to the Resurrection of Our Lord. As the NALC continues its
implementation phase of 2020 Vision: Today, Tomorrow & Forever and congregations are preparing to participate
beginning in this year’s Easter season, we are using Lent as a way to pray for many of our initiatives across the
NALC, and you will see some of those throughout the devotional, as well — particularly regarding the North
American Lutheran Seminary and our mission efforts.
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Ash Wednesday
Beloved Lord, we give thanks that You have placed us in Christian community
and surrounded us with that great cloud of witnesses who share their faith and strengthen ours.
Help us to deny ourselves and follow Jesus, to turn away from sin and temptation,
and to live in righteousness and holiness all our days.
You alone are the source of goodness and mercy.
Let us not grow weary as we journey with Jesus to the cross of Calvary this Lenten season.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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March 2, 2022 | Ash Wednesday
John Wesley, 1791; Charles Wesley, 1788; Renewers of the Church
Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, 672
Amos 5:6-15; Hebrews 12:1-14; Luke 18:9-14; Psalms 5 & 147:1-12 (AM); Psalms 27 & 51 (PM)
18:9

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told
this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax
collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
– Luke 18:9-14 NIV

y
Dear friends, greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus as we enter this most holy time of the Church Year.
Today is the first day of the Lenten season. It is a time in the life of the Church when we center our
thoughts and our attention on the path our Lord walked on our behalf that led Him to the cross. It’s a time
when we remember the reason He had to die, because of our sin, and the suffering He endured in order
that you and I might have life.
It’s also a day known as Ash Wednesday, a day when we remember our mortality and how, “from dust we
came and to dust we shall return.” And yet, in spite of our sin and the many reasons why we deserve to die,
the hope and the promise we have in Jesus is the security and the assurance of life.
Today’s passage is an appropriate one for this most holy and solemn day. It’s the story of two men who
went up to the temple to pray. And what a contrast it was between the two. The one man was a Pharisee,
a leader in the religious community. He led a moral life, and he was as disciplined as they come in how he
lived. He fasted regularly, he tithed his possessions, and he was often found in the temple spending time in
prayer with God.
In contrast, the other man was a publican, a tax collector, one who was despised by the people, whose
reputation was anything but stellar, and who may well have been known in the community as an extortionist
and a cheat.
On the surface, the contrast between these two men could not have been greater. Their lives and their
actions and their past history were as differing as they could possibly be, as were the prayers they offered to
God. The Pharisee prayed, “Lord, I thank you that I am not like this other man…I thank you that my life
has been more exemplary than his.” At the same time, the tax collector would “not even look up to heaven
but beat his breast” and acknowledged his sin. Jesus said, “it was this man” (the tax collector) “who went
home justified.” It was this man who was made right with God. It was this man (and not the other) who
went home at peace and assured and forgiven of all he had done.
And so, what does that mean for us and how, on this Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the season of Lent,
can we be at peace and assured and confident of our standing before God? The first verse in our story makes
it clear what was happening and what was at stake. Luke says, “Jesus told this parable to some who were
confident of their own righteousness and who looked down on everyone else.” It all begins with the posture
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we take, not so much with our positions in life, our goodness or righteous in comparison with others, but
where we stand in the presence of Jesus and how we all, in comparison with Christ, come up short.
“God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” That was the tax collector’s prayer. It needs to be our prayer as well.
Human comparisons mean nothing. To see oneself as better or worse than another is missing the point.
When it comes to our standing before God, it is one man, or one woman, or one youth or child, one person,
(no matter who it is), one on one, alone with God.
Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent is not a time to line up and stand before God and tell Him of all
the good things we have done in life. Rather, it is a time when we are all lined (before God) and He tells
us what we need to hear.
Our sin causes a separation. That separation leads to death. Our only hope is Jesus. Our greatest need is
taken head-on and addressed in the person and the work and the cross of Christ.
On this Ash Wednesday, the first day in the Lenten season, let the tax collector’s prayer be ours. Let his
words and confession lead us to our only hope. “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.”!
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we come to You today, confessing our sin and acknowledging our need. We are
sinners and we have failed, and we know that we deserve death. We also know, because of Jesus, that You
have forgiven us and made us right with You. On this first day in Lent, let our first actions be ones that
focus on Jesus. Let His work become ours. Let His promise lead us to assurance and faith. And let our faith
become so certain and secure in our lives, that we live in ways that would lead others to a saving faith in
Him. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Selbo (dselbo@thenalc.org)
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March 3, 2022 | Thursday after Ash Wednesday
Habakkuk 3:1-18; Philippians 3:12-21; John 17:1-18; Psalms 27 & 147:13-21 (AM); Psalms 126 & 102 (PM)
3:12

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing
I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if
in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have
attained. 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example
you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies
of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame,
with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to himself.
– Philippians 3:12-21

y
In times of reflection upon my life, especially in times of struggle or guilt, I am given much hope in Paul’s
words. In prayer and contemplation, I know who I am as much as any person can know of themselves — I
know my sins, my struggles, my failures and I can be driven to despair. The good news is I’m not abandoned
to myself. I am not left alone with myself. I have a companion who has known me from the beginning, and
in Paul’s words will be sure to “bring to completion” the good work started in me (Philippians 1:6). During
sorrow over my sins I am brought to hope and joy in Paul’s reminder to me that Christ Jesus has made me
His own. He has begun the good work and He will finish it — what I can do is remember, probably one of
the most important words we have in our Christian lexicon. Paul reminds me of who I am in Christ, a
citizen of heaven. So, I am called to walk with Christ straining in all my strength, to what is before me, to
those who need hope proclaimed to them in Christ, to the calling that has been given to me to imitate my
Lord and Saviour in all my ways. When I am low, Paul reminds me of the One who has come from above
to lift me up in Him and to reach beyond my sight to His. In amazement and gratitude, I realize what a
calling it is, to this mound of ashes I am, that God in His mercy can use me, all of us who hear the call, as
instruments of God’s grace and mercy, by nothing of our own, but with a word of love.
Prayer: Gracious Father, by Your mercy and Spirit, help me to always remember that You are the One who
saves and sends us. Send Your disciples into the world to proclaim hope and new life in Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Phillip E. Gagnon STS (pgagnon@thenalc.org)

Friday after Ash Wednesday | March 4, 2022
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Philippians 4:1-9; John 17:9-19; Psalms 22 & 148 (AM); Psalms 105 & 130 (PM)
17:11

And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep
them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.
– John 17:11

y
Chapter 17 of the Gospel of John is a long-extended prayer. Verse 1 says that Jesus “lifted his eyes to heaven”
and began to pray. Specifically, He prays for those the Father has given to Him. That is, for His disciples.
That includes us. Jesus is praying for us and for all who will believe in Him throughout the centuries. He
prays that His followers would be kept in God’s name and that they would be one. Let’s think about these
two petitions.
First, what does it mean to be kept in God’s name? What does life look like when we are kept in God’s
name? In his Small Catechism, Martin Luther provides a beautiful answer: “When the Word of God is
taught clearly and purely [note those two adverbs!] and we, as children of God, lead holy lives in accordance
with it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But whoever teaches and lives otherwise than as the
Word of God teaches, profanes the name of God among us. From this preserve us, heavenly Father!” The
clear and pure proclamation of God’s Word — Law and Gospel — is absolutely essential if we are to be
kept in God’s name.
Second, Jesus prays that His followers would be one even as He is one with the Father. Obviously, the
Church is splintered into many traditions and denominations. This compromises the witness of the Church.
So, we work ecumenically and pray for greater visible unity among Christians.
However, as important as our ecumenical work is, it is just as important that individual congregations live
in unity, harmony and in conformity to God’s Word. One of the four Core Values of the North American
Lutheran Church is that we are Congregationally Focused. This means that we believe that congregations
are on the front lines of ministry.
The North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) is committed to educating and forming church leaders
who teach clearly and purely the Word of God for the sake of congregational ministry. Good things happen
when people hear and embrace God’s Word. Again, this is what it means to be kept in God’s name.
Certainly, there are no perfect pastors or perfect congregations. We are all works in progress. However,
there are pastors and congregations who are seeking to keep God’s name holy and live in harmony under
the authority of God’s Word. This promotes congregational joy, vitality and growth. Dear Father in heaven,
may it be so in all of the congregations that gather in Your name.
Prayer: “God our Father, your Son Jesus prayed that his followers might be one. Make all Christians one
with him as he is one with you, so that in peace and concord we may carry to the world the message of your
love; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Eric M. Riesen (eriesen@thenals.org)
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March 5, 2022 | Saturday after Ash Wednesday
Ezekiel 39:21-29; Philippians 4:10-20; John 17:20-26; Psalms 43 & 149 (AM); Psalms 31 & 143 (PM)
17:20

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they
may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may
be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world
may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom
you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I
know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue
to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
– John 17:20-26

y
What does it mean to you and to me, that our Lord Jesus Christ prayed for us — for us, specifically? In our
Gospel reading for today, Jesus is praying what is known as His “High Priestly Prayer” at the meal on
Maundy Thursday. He is praying for the twelve disciples, gathered with Him in the Upper Room. He
prayed that they might have His joy fulfilled in them, verse 13, in spite of what would come that night, in
the garden of betrayal, and the next day, with His crucifixion and death. He prayed that they might not be
taken out of the world, but that they might be kept from “the evil one,” verse 15. He prayed also that they
might be sanctified in the truth—the truth of His Word, which is truth, verse 17.
Immediately after, in verse 20, the Lord says, “I do not ask/pray for these only, but also for those who will
believe in me, through their word” — that is, through the testimony of the twelve disciples gathered that
evening. And what the Lord prays for us, next, should bless us and trouble us — as He prayed “that they
may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe
that you have sent me” (21).
If there is to be one hallmark, one marker of the Body of Christ in the world after our Lord’s death,
resurrection and ascension, it would be unity. We are to be one, as the Father and the Son are one, so that
the world may believe! Jesus shared that glory which the Father had given Him, with His disciples then and
now, so that we might become one. And that oneness, that unity was to manifest to the world that indeed,
the Father sent the Son, and the Father loves each of us, even as the Father loved His Son, Jesus. Because the world
has not known the Father and His love, the love of the Father for the Son is in us, even as the Son, Himself,
is in us.
And as we are blessed with the love of the Father and the presence of the Son, are we not also troubled that
so often we are not one, not united in God’s love? Within congregations, within our homes and families,
in the Church at large, we are often more divided than we are united — and our division is what the world
sees as our testimony. Division and disunity speak more loudly and clearly to the world than any unity
intended by our Lord. And yet He prays for us! Still our Lord asks the Father, “make them one, as we are one,
that the world may know…”
Prayer: Father, we pray, with Jesus, that we may be one — today, tomorrow and forever! Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. David M. Wendel (dwendel@thenalc.org)

The First Week of Lent
Holy Father, Jesus said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me.”
Grant us faith to trust in Your Son, who leads us in all truth to see You and know You.
May our witness to Christ’s love and mercy be a beacon of hope for all to see
in this world that desperately needs a Savior.
Send us to places known and unknown, as faithful disciples, trusting in Your guidance and care.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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March 6, 2022 | The First Sunday in Lent
Daniel 9:3-10; Hebrews 2:10-18; John 12:44-50; Psalms 84 & 150 (AM); Psalms 42 & 32 (PM)
12:44

Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me.
The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that
no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 47 “If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I
do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 There is a judge
for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them
at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all
that I have spoken. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the
Father has told me to say.”
– John 12:44-50 NIV
45

y
Dear friends, greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus on this first Sunday in the season of Lent. Today
marks the first of six weeks in which we walk with our Lord to the foot of the cross and by which we come
to see and realize not only how much we are loved by Him, but also why it was our Lord needed to die.
It is appropriate, on this first week in Lent, that we start our journey to the cross with some of the final
words of our Lord, spoken not long before the final hours of His earthly life. In chapter thirteen, in the
verses that follow, we read the story of how Jesus, on Maundy Thursday, the day before He was to die,
washed the feet of His disciples. It was one parting and final act that became an example and mandate for
them to follow. “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you” (John 13:14-15 NIV).
Just prior to those verses in chapter 13 are the ones we find in today’s text. At the close of chapter 12, we
find words from our Lord that are nothing less than an appeal to a saving and trusting belief in Him. Three
times in the first three verses of our text, the words “believe in me” are spoken. And they are not just spoken,
but John tells us, they are words of Jesus that were cried out. He was intense. He was passionate. He was
doing all He could, at the close of His public ministry, to call people one last time to a living and trusting
faith in Him.
How appropriate in His call to faith is the connection He makes in His plea to His own identity and
inseparability with the Father. “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who
sent me.” Jesus and the Father are one. From the beginning of time and throughout eternity, to know and
believe in Jesus is to know and believe in the Father. As our Lord often said, I and the Father are one.”
Sounds a lot like the opening verses to John’s Gospel. In chapter one, the apostle is clear about the
connection of Jesus with the Triune nature and persons of God. “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made…and the Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth” (John 1:1-3, 14 NIV).
There is no doubt in John’s testimony and witness that Jesus was One with the Father from the beginning
of time. There is no doubt in Jesus’ ministry and teaching, along with His final words closing out his public
ministry, that faith in Him was faith also in God. And so cried out for the people to believe. He cried for
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the people to come to faith. And He continues to cry out, through His Word and through the proclamation
of the Church, for all people to come to a living faith in Him.
Contrary to the image many people have of a God who cannot wait to judge, Jesus makes it clear that God’s
main desire and hope is that we come to faith. Judgment will happen. The day will come, as Paul declares,
when “every mouth will be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.” (Romans 3:19) That
day will come when God’s judgment takes place. But until that day comes, Jesus continues to cry out for all
people to come to faith.
John says it so well in those familiar verses. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him might not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him” (John 3:16-17).
And so, we begin the season of Lent. And so, we are reminded of our Lord’s deepest desire. And so, we
come face to face with the price Jesus was willing to pay on the cross so that you and I might be saved. The
final words in His public ministry. One last impassioned plea for us to trust.
Prayer: Almighty God, Heavenly Father, we thank You for the price You were willing to pay for our
salvation, by offering Your Son as a sacrifice for our sin. We pray that this season of Lent would be one in
which we are reminded of our value in Your sight and renewed in our faith and trust in Jesus. Bless us in
these coming weeks. Draw us to a living faith in Him. Use us as instruments of Your glory, that others
might come to believe in Jesus. In whose name we pray. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Selbo (dselbo@thenalc.org)

11

March 7, 2022 | Monday of the Week of Lent I
Perpetua and Her Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 202
Genesis 37:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-19; Mark 1:1-13; Psalms 119:73-80 & 145 (AM); Psalms 121 & 6 (PM)
145:10

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints shall bless you! 11 They shall speak
of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 12 to make known to the children of man your mighty
deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your
dominion endures throughout all generations. [The LORD is faithful in all his words and kind in all his
works.] 14 The LORD upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.
– Psalm 145:10-14

y
Have you ever wondered if God still speaks to His people through dreams and visions? In Genesis 37, God
spoke to Joseph through a dream. Before that God spoke to Jacob in a dream at Bethel and showed him a
ladder to heaven (Genesis 28). Other poignant examples of God speaking to His servants in dreams include
Daniel 7 where the young man saw a vision of the four great beasts who were the four kingdoms of Babylon;
when Joseph was visited by the Lord in a dream (Matthew 1:20-21) where he was told to take Mary as his
wife; in Acts (chapter 10) Peter received a vision about clean and unclean animals. Is it possible that God
still reaches out to us in this manner? I would say it is possible, but I would also say that we aren’t that
comfortable with the idea and might miss the message when it comes, chalking it up to our imagination or
indigestion.
Today is the feast day of two women of the third-century church who were martyred for their faith. Perpetua,
a noblewoman from what is today known as Tunisia in Northern Africa, and her maidservant, Felicitas,
were martyred in the year 203 AD by the Roman Emperor Hilarianus, along with three other Christians
who confessed Jesus and refused to worship the emperor. We know about Perpetua because she wrote a
diary while in prison. St. Augustine, the fourth century bishop of Hippo in Africa, preached four famous
sermons about her.
Perpetua was a 22-year-old newly married wife and mother of an infant son. She was part of a thriving
Christian community in Carthage, in North Africa, and was studying along with a number of others in the
catechumenate. One day they were arrested and thrown into prison for failing to submit to the Roman
Emperor who wanted them to make a sacrifice in his honor. Perpetua, Felicitas and the others would not
falter. They were beaten, shackled and thrown into a dark dungeon but still they stayed strong in the faith.
At one point some of the deacons from their faith community were granted access to the prisoners and
baptized them. This bolstered their resolve, especially when the emperor interrogated them.
Perpetua’s father begged her to recant her faith in order to save her newborn son, but she refused. She was
a Christian and she would not give up on the Lord in whom she trusted. During her imprisonment,
Perpetua received four visions that she wrote about in her diary. One was a vision of a ladder to heaven
where she was assaulted from every angle by beasts and a dragon. In that vision she saw a beautiful garden
and a white haired shepherd who said to her, “You are welcome, daughter.”
In the second vision she saw a young boy who had died for the faith drinking water that never ran out. In
the third vision she saw a deacon knocking on a gate. The deacon said to her, “Perpetua, we are waiting for
you.” In the fourth vision she saw heaven where four angels said to her, “Come first, enter and greet your
Lord.”
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Perpetua also had visions of being attacked by wild animals which eventually came true as the Roman
Emperor had her and her four companions led into a stadium to be mauled. The crowd became restless
because it was taking too long for the animals to kill the Christians. The soldiers lined up the five, drew
their swords, and before they could slay the believers, the friends exchanged kisses. Their faith had led them
to this moment of martyrdom.
Perpetua and her friends trusted in the Lord’s promise as the Psalmist wrote: “The Lord upholds all who
are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.” May we, like young Perpetua, Felicitas, and their friends,
have faith strong enough to withstand the attacks that are aimed at us for following Christ.
Prayer: Holy and loving God, You uphold those who are faithful to You. Help us to be faithful in our daily
walk with Jesus, that our lives would inspire others to a deeper faith in You. Grant that we would resist the
temptations around us that seek to lead us astray. Bless your Holy Church. Pour out your Holy Spirit that
every one of our congregations in the North American Lutheran Church would be revived and would thrive,
serving our communities and the world You love. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Amy C. Little (alittle@thenalc.org)
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March 8, 2022 | Tuesday of the Week of Lent I
Genesis 37:12-24; 1 Corinthians 1:20-31; Mark 1:14-28; Psalms 34 & 146 (AM); Psalms 25 & 91 (PM)
37:18

[Joseph’s brothers] saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to
kill him. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw
him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will
become of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not
take his life.” 22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness,
but do not lay a hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father.
23
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that he wore.
24
And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
– Genesis 37:18-24

y
The season of Lent is a forty-day period of time spent in the wilderness. For most of us, that wilderness is
a metaphorical period of reflection and fasting. Regardless of what the journey looks like, Lent is about
emptying ourselves of our control over our lives; it is about confronting the reality that we are not in charge,
and we must submit ourselves to the one who truly has authority (Mark 1). Here in Genesis 37, we read a
horrific story: Joseph, the youngest of his brothers, is thrown into a pit in the wilderness by his own kin and
left for dead without food or water. In what would turn out to be the first of many moments in a pit —
representing suffering, exile and the grave — Joseph’s life was not his own. However, you and I also know
the rest of the tale. The Lord had called Joseph and given him great visions of the future, and God keeps
His promises to His people whom He has called. The story is told over and over again in the Scriptures
and is true for us still today.
Lent, a word which means “spring,” is about similar themes from Joseph’s story. Spring for many of us
follows a period of cold darkness known as “winter,” where most things seem to die around us. Spring is
also a season for new life, as new creation blossoms with water from above. Similarly, Lent is a spiritual
season of death to life, of all things being made new, culminating in the ultimate story of death and
resurrection: our Lord Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection in the “pit” of the tomb on the third
day.
As you read and pray through this devotional, you may notice that you are given the chance to meditate on
the same psalms again and again on each respective day of the week. For the next few Tuesdays, we will
reflect on the character and promises of the Lord through Psalms 34 and 146 (AM), as well as Psalms 25
and 91 (PM) as we walk with Him towards Holy Week. Although the powers of darkness conspire against
us to kill us, we have no innate power to resist, but the Lord — the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph — is the one who rescues us from the pit, protects us in the wilderness, and gives us Himself as food
and drink.
Prayer: Eternal God, You are present with us throughout our lives, even when others plot to do us harm.
May we learn to live together in unity, that in all we do, we may sing Your praises now and forever. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Andrew S. Ames Fuller (aamesfuller@thenalc.org)

Wednesday of the Week of Lent I | March 9, 2022
Genesis 37:25-36; 1 Corinthians 2:1-13; Mark 1:29-45; Psalms 15 & 147:1-12 (AM); Psalms 27 & 51 (PM)
1:40

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me
clean.” 41 Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be
clean!” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed. 43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong
warning: 44 “See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices
that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45 Instead he went out and began to
talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in
lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.
– Mark 1:40-45 NIV

y
In this passage in Mark 1, we can highlight three very pertinent points to clearly explain and expound on
this text,
1. It’s always the will of God for the people of God to be healed.
2. It’s always right, biblical and appropriate to give thanks to God once we have received our healing and
wellness from God.
3. It’s extremely important to listen and obey instructions given to us by Jesus Christ. Sometimes we get
ahead of ourselves and distort and disrupt the plan of God.
This man asked Jesus if it was His will to heal him. Jesus was indignant about this question because Jesus
came so that we can be well in every aspect of our life — spiritual, physical, emotional and even intellectual
wellness. It is the will of God for us to receive our healing from any kind of infirmity, sickness, disease or
brokenness. Isaiah clearly declared that by His stripes we are healed!
As soon as this man received his healing, Jesus told him to go and give thanks and according to the Bible
give his sacrifice after showing himself to the priests. Showing himself to the priests was to get a clear
confirmation and affirmation of his healing. Thereafter, he was expected to give thanks to God by giving
his sacrifice. By doing so Jesus is helping us to exercise a life of gratitude.
Finally, Jesus told him not to publicize this healing. However, he went contrary to a clear instruction given
to him by Jesus and started to show himself. As a result, Jesus could no longer do the mission in ministry
he was planning to do in obscurity. This incident shows us but when we get ahead of ourselves rather than
advancing the Gospel, we become disruptive to the slow flow of the saving grace of God. The grace of God
works in its own way, in its own pace, and ultimately according to the plan of God. Therefore, we must
learn how not to impose our will, our wish, our desire in our emotional impetus and slowly and gently obey
the will of God.
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father we are so grateful that it is Your will for us to be well. We’re so grateful that
Jesus came to heal our brokenness and to restore our wellness. Please help us to exercise and live a life of
gratitude all the time. More importantly in mission and ministry that you have entrusted to us, please help
us to obey and listen to You rather than imposing our will and our wish in the work that You’ve given to
us. Help us to be intentional listeners and obedient followers of Your instruction. In the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba (gbuba@thenalc.org)
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March 10, 2022 | Thursday of the Week of Lent I
Genesis 39:1-23; 1 Corinthians 2:14–3:15; Mark 2:1-12; Psalms 27 & 147:13-21 (AM); Psalms 126 & 102 (PM)
2:14

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is
not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things,
but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct
him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 3:1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as
people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it.
And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, “I follow
Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 5 What then is Apollos? What is
Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but
God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives
the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his
labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 10 According to the grace of
God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let
each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw— 13 each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed
by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on
the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though
he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.
– 1 Corinthians 2:14–3:15

y
Starting something, anything, whether large or small is a wonderful thing. But given our propensity for
falling down in our efforts, it can be discouraging when our plans unravel or become frayed. As followers
of Jesus, it can be even more frustrating when our efforts seem to be failing — whether it be reaching a
friend for Christ, starting a new program in church or perhaps even a larger project or initiative. Beginning
well and then seeing things stall or seem dead in the water can make us feel like incapable, failures or at
least ineffective. In this passage Paul reminds us that it all begins with God by His Spirit. We are each
instruments in the Master’s hands. We all have our part to play and we are not to be so much concerned
with success (though we might hope for it in the proper context), but instead be more concerned with
faithfulness. Each of us are, without the Master at the helm, rudderless ships blown this way and that, or
as useless as piles of ash. In this season of being contrite for our sins and reflecting upon the cost of grace
we remember that in being contrite and broken is like the flawed pot being broken and ground to powder,
only to be watered and reshaped once again for usefulness by the Potter (Jeremiah 18:1-6). It is the Potter
who purposes the pottery and there are many steps along the way to the finished work. Paul remarks upon
the path to God’s purposes, to the garden of His kingdom, one lays the seed, another waters and another
reaps the increase. Each has their role and each are part of the whole of God’s purpose for His kingdom
and our lives. What may seem to be a failure can be a step along the way of our own growth. We as
individuals and community are reminded to cling to God in prayer and patience. For He is, after all, the
Author and Perfector of our faith, the Arche/ἀρχή of our existence and the One who is with us throughout.
The Spirit of Christ is the one who begins the work, works in us and through us for His purpose, and on
that Day will disclose all things according to His will.

16

Prayer: Lord God, You are the great Promise Maker and Keeper, with but a word You begin and sustain
all creation. Help us as flawed vessels to hold onto Your Word, be renewed and refreshed and then filled
by Your Word of life. Bless our mission starts in the North American Lutheran Church, that all would
know Jesus and follow Him in faith. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Phillip E. Gagnon STS (pgagnon@thenalc.org)
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March 11, 2022 | Friday of the Week of Lent I
Genesis 40:1-23; 1 Corinthians 3:16-23; Mark 2:13-22; Psalms 22 & 148 (AM); Psalms 105 & 130 (PM)
2:13

He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching them.
And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow
me.” And he rose and followed him.
– Mark 2:13-14
14

y
Perhaps this passage could be titled the resurrection of Levi. This comes out in the original language of the
New Testament. When we read that Levi “rose” in response to Christ’s call, it is the same work sometimes
used for resurrection (anástasi/ανάσταση). It certainly was not Levi’s ultimate resurrection, but it was his
penultimate resurrection. When Levi followed Jesus, he moved from death to life. Levi walked away from
a secure life offered by holding a lucrative office backed by Rome in order to follow a homeless and poor
Rabbi. It made no sense practically, financially or personally. It was the best decision Levi ever made.
A few years ago, I ran into an old friend from high school. Back in the day we were both a little like Levi –
living for ourselves. Since that time, we’d both been brought to our senses. He told me about his conversion
experience. One day he had to go to church to fulfill a family obligation. The preacher must have preached
quite a sermon because when he issued the “altar call” my friend said that he could not resist. He said that
it was like a magnetic force pulling him from his pew. His resistance weakened, forward he went, and he
“decided” to follow Jesus.
I think this is something like what happened to Levi. We’re told that Jesus was teaching, and crowds of
people were listening. Levi must have heard the proclamation of God’s kingdom which Jesus preached. So,
when Jesus said to him, “Follow me,” Levi’s heart was prepared and he was caught in the gravitational pull
of God’s grace. It was nearly irresistible. He rose and never looked back. Again, this was his penultimate
resurrection — a foretaste of the life to come.
The North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) is committed to forming pastors who faithfully,
intelligently and passionately preach the Gospel of God’s kingdom. When this Gospel is proclaimed, we
can trust that the Holy Spirit will continue to yank people like Levi, my high school friend, and you and
me from the comfort of our seats into the adventure of following Jesus.
There is a great need for preachers of the Gospel. During this Lenten season I ask that you remember the
NALS in your prayers. Pray that God would continue to call men and women to the ministry of Word and
Sacrament. And, pray that many would hear and be willing to abandon temporary security for the security
which is found only in Christ. It really is a matter of death and resurrection, of moving through death to
life.
Prayer: “Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by our baptism
into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, may be renewed in your Holy Spirit to live in
righteousness and true holiness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).
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Devotion written by the Rev. Eric M. Riesen (eriesen@thenals.org)

Saturday of the Week of Lent I | March 12, 2022
Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604
Genesis 41:1-13; 1 Corinthians 4:1-7; Mark 2:23–3:6; Psalms 43 & 149 (AM); Psalms 31 & 143 (PM)
2:23

So One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, his disciples began
to pluck heads of grain. 24 And the Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not
lawful on the Sabbath?” 25 And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did, when he was in need
and was hungry, he and those who were with him: 26 how he entered the house of God, in the time of
Abiathar the high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to
eat, and also gave it to those who were with him?” 27 And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man,
not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”
3:1

Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. 2 And they watched Jesus,
to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3 And he said to the man
with the withered hand, “Come here.” 4 And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to
do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. 5 And he looked around at them with anger, grieved
at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand
was restored. 6 The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how
to destroy him.
– Mark 2:23–3:6

y
There are times in life and in ministry when most of us would very much like to swing the hammer of the
Law a bit more forcefully. When people, even Christian people so readily ignore the commandment,
“Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy,” we might wish we could call down fire from heaven to
threaten those who don’t/won’t keep the Sabbath — driving them into the church on Sunday mornings.
We have two words from Holy Scripture in this regard: “remember the Sabbath to keep it holy,” and “The
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” These we keep in tension, aware that Sunday worship
is not to be in fulfillment of a legalistic requirement, yet knowing God gave us a Sabbath day of worship
and renewal — for our own sake — for our own balance, health and spiritual vitality. And yet, the message
is, “The Son of Man is lord, even of the Sabbath.”
The difficulty in Jesus’ time was that the religious leaders considered themselves “lords,” arbiters of the
Sabbath, establishing detailed, picayune regulations about what constituted “keeping the Sabbath” and what
was a perceived violation. Even certain healing activities were prohibited because they might include some
form of “work.” Jesus, however, as Lord of the Sabbath, never hesitated to do good, to sustain, preserve or
restore life.
It may be that we have come to understand ourselves as “lords and ladies” of the Sabbath! Perhaps we take
the words of Jesus to heart and our liberty becomes license — as we easily dismiss the Sabbath and Sabbath
observance. If only we could see and understand the Sabbath commandment, not as restrictive or limiting,
but freeing and life-giving! In our Gospel freedom, perhaps the season of Lent is a wonderful time to “take
back Sunday?”
Prayer: Lord God, as we focus on renewal in our churches, free us and renew us as well. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. David M. Wendel (dwendel@thenalc.org)
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The Second Week of Lent
God, our Creator, all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Your Son Jesus, through You.
Grant that we would trust Your grace so deeply that we would submit our whole lives to Christ.
Renew our hearts and minds for the work of Your Holy Church,
that we would share in our neighbors’ joys and sorrows and serve others in humility.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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March 13, 2022 | The Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 41:14-45; Romans 6:3-14; John 5:19-24; Psalms 84 & 150 (AM); Psalms 42 & 32 (PM)
5:19

Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only
what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves
the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you
will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to
whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the
Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not
honor the Father, who sent him. 24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.
– John 5:19-24 NIV

y
Dear friends, greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The passage we have in front of
us today is one the reflects the intimate and intrinsic nature and connection that Jesus had with his heavenly
Father. It is filled with language of unity and connection. It is covered with words and phrases that make it
clear to us that the Son of God was of the same mind as the Father.
The context of the passage immediately follows the story of Jesus healing a man who had been unable to
walk for 38 years. It was a miraculous event in which Jesus simply told the man to pick up his mat and walk.
John tells us that “At once, the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked” (John 5:9).
Now, you would think that this miraculous event was welcomed by all. How could such an act be thought
of as anything but a true gift from God? Perhaps, such would have been the case, apart from the fact that
the religious leaders were jealous of Jesus and, because the healing happened on the Sabbath, they and
others Jews wanted to cause Him harm.
Such is the context of Jesus’ words about “the Son being unable to do anything by himself, but only able to
do what he sees the Father doing.” (vs. 19) The Son of God was not acting on His own, but His life and
His ministry were an extension of the love and concern God has for His world and its people. Every time
Jesus healed one of the sick, it was a clear indication that the Father was blessing that healing. Every time
Jesus reached out to help, it was a reminder that God is always ready to help ... even on the Sabbath.
As we consider the Christian faith, the season of Lent, and what draws us and keeps us together in the
Church, it is this same intimate and intrinsic connection we have with God and with each other through
Jesus Christ. Although different, Jesus was one with His Father. Although unique in His person, our Lord
was the same as the one from whom He was sent. And that unity continued throughout His ministry. That
unity was visible and manifest in the works He was able to do. And it was that unity with His Father that
led Him and empowered Him, all the way to the cross.
In the Church, we are united together because of the connection we have with Jesus. Although all of us are
different, we function together as one. Although each of us is unique in our persons, we are drawn together
into the one Body of Christ.
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The two greatest commandments reflect this same intended unity we share. “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind…and love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew
22:37, 39). Our connection with God unites us with each other. Our love for our neighbor reflects the love
God has for us. In the Church we are one. In the Church we are united in Christ. In the Church and
through the Church, we witness to the world of the love and unity and connection we have with each other
and with Jesus.
Our passage today points to a very basic teaching and reality of the unity that was there in Jesus, with His
Father, as He carried out His ministry on earth. It also serves as a reminder and an encouragement to us of
the unity we have with each other in Him.
As we walk each day, during this season of Lent, one step closer to remembering our Lord’s suffering and
death, let us not forget the unity we have together in the Church and how our unity is meant to reflect
God’s love for us. And let us never fail to remember that our unity is possible only in Christ. He gave His
life so we could have ours. He offered His life so that we might live forever, in unity, with Him.
Prayer: Lord God, we thank You for the unity You have with Your Son and the Holy Spirit, and for the
calling we have in You to live together in unity with each other. Help us to remain united, gathered around
the cross of our Lord, that our witness to the world would be one that would pass on the legacy of our faith
to others, today, tomorrow and forever. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Selbo (dselbo@thenalc.org)
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March 14, 2022 | Monday of the Week of Lent II
Genesis 41:46-57; 1 Corinthians 4:8-21; Mark 3:7-19a; Psalms 119:73-80 & 145 (AM); Psalms 121 & 6 (PM)
3:7

Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, from Galilee and Judea 8 and
Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great
crowd heard all that he was doing, they came to him. 9 And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for
him because of the crowd, lest they crush him, 10 for he had healed many, so that all who had diseases
pressed around him to touch him. 11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him
and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12 And he strictly ordered them not to make him known.
– Mark 3:7-12

y
Have you ever found it interesting that even when the people around Jesus don’t seem to quite know who
He is or what He’s about, the demons do? I find that to be fascinating! It’s not that the unclean spirits want
to listen to Jesus preach or teach, or even heal them from bondage — rather, it’s that they identify Him and
are even frightened of Him. “You are the Son of God!” they shout. There’s no hesitation on their part to
say who He is. There’s no theological debate that takes place either, and they don’t drop what they’re doing
and follow Him. This is the second time in just three chapters of Mark’s gospel where the demons
pronounce Jesus’ true identity. Jesus “would not permit them to speak because they knew him” (Mark 1:34).
The crowd that surrounded Jesus was gathered because they saw Him heal a man with a withered hand.
He defied the laws of Sabbath rest and restored the man’s hand to perfect function. The crowd, St. Mark
tells us, just wanted to reach out and touch Jesus, because to touch Him would mean to be healed. They
weren’t talking about who He was — at least Mark doesn’t report it if they were. If any of them were present
at the Jordan River when John baptized Jesus, they would have heard the booming voice from the heavens
saying, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). But that was, at the very least,
a month and half before this moment. News travels fast though, so the crowd was likely familiar with
accounts of Jesus’ healings — Peter’s mother-in-law who had a fever, a leper and others who were suffering.
The crowd doesn’t seem to know Jesus, but they are intrigued and so they follow Him from place to place.
There’s a song that comes to mind when we think about what it means to “know” someone. It was first
recorded in 1958 by a pop group called The Teddy Bears. Since that first recording it has been rerecorded
a few times with the title changed just a bit. For example, “To Know You is to Love You,” and “To Know
Me is to Love Me,” and “To Know Her is to Love Her.” This song has been indelibly marked in the minds
of people of all ages and it’s one of those tunes that gets stuck in your head and you can’t get it out! (Sorry
about that!)
Imagine Jesus singing this song to both the crowd who didn’t really know Him AND the demons who did:
To know, know, know me / Is to love, love, love me;
Just to see you smile / Makes my life worthwhile.
I’ll be good to you / And I’ll bring love to you;
Oh, everyone says there’ll come a day / When I’ll walk along side of you.
Why can’t you see? / Oh, how blind can you be?
Someday you’ll see / That you were meant for me.
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The demons knew Jesus, but they didn’t love Him. People around Him, even though He was so good to
them, didn’t seem to know Him. Knowing Jesus isn’t the same as following Him and loving Him. What’s
missing is the power of the Holy Spirit which brings faith. Martin Luther said it best in his Small Catechism,
“I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him; but
the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and
preserved me in the true faith” (Explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed, Sola Publishing).
To know, and I mean truly know Jesus, is to not only be able to identify Him as the Son of God, Savior,
Messiah, and King of kings, but it is also to follow Him and love Him. His love for us draws us into this
great knowing, following and loving. We were meant for Him! He walks alongside us every moment of
every day, through the good, the bad, and the indifferent. Our lives are worthwhile because of Christ’s deep,
abiding, sacrificial love for us!
Prayer: Holy Jesus, we thank You for loving us and giving us Your Holy Spirit to bring us to faith. Help us
to follow You in our lives, that would share Your love and mercy with all those we meet. We pray for Your
Holy Christian Church on earth, and especially the congregations of the North American Lutheran Church,
that we would faithfully serve the world in Your blessed name. Use our lives for Your will, that all would
come to know Your love. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Amy C. Little (alittle@thenalc.org)
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March 15, 2022 | Tuesday of the Week of Lent II
Genesis 42:1-17; 1 Corinthians 5:1-8; Mark 3:19b-35; Psalms 34 & 146 (AM); Psalms 25 & 91 (PM)
34:1

“I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 2 I will glory in the LORD; let
the humble hear and rejoice. 3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; let us exalt his name together.
4
I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me out of all my terror. 5 Look upon him and be
radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed. 6 I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me and saved
me from all my troubles. 7 The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, and he will deliver
them. 8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are they who trust in him! 9 Fear the LORD, you that
are his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing. 10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, but those
who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good. 11 Come, children, and listen to me; I will teach you the fear
of the LORD. 12 Who among you loves life and desires long life to enjoy prosperity? 13 Keep your tongue
from evil-speaking and your lips from lying words. 14 Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.
15
The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of the LORD
is against those who do evil, to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 17 The righteous cry, and
the LORD hears them and delivers them from all their troubles. 18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted
and will save those whose spirits are crushed. 19 Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the LORD will
deliver him out of them all. 20 He will keep safe all his bones; not one of them shall be broken. 21 Evil shall
slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 22 The LORD ransoms the life of his
servants, and none will be punished who trust in him.
– Psalm 34:1-22 LBW

y
Psalm 34 is a psalm of thanksgiving for deliverance. It is rare psalm in that we are given the direct context:
this is a song of David when he pretended to be insane before Achish, the Abimelech (or King) of the
Philistines in Gath (see 1 Samuel 21). In the Psalm, we note that although David literally acted like a
madman to get out of a tricky situation, he recognized here in his prayer that the true deliverance and
salvation from his enemies came at the hands of the Lord. There are three unique Messianic lines in this
psalm that should fill our hearts with joy:
1. “Taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are they who trust in him” (v. 8)! Calling upon the
numerous stories in the biblical tradition, David is emphasizing that the Lord is the sustenance for His
people, the One who gives them nourishment through Himself as food and drink. In our Genesis
passage today, we read that Joseph’s family is cared for by the Lord in the midst of famine, and even
after terrible events of calamity in Joseph’s life which sent him to Egypt, he tells his brothers that the
Lord used them for good. Over four hundred years later, after God’s people leave Egypt with Moses,
the Lord gives them their “daily bread” of manna from heaven to sustain them. All of these emphasize
that God is the source of our life and existence, and we can trust in Him to sustain us. They also
foreshadow the Eucharist, where Jesus gives His own body and blood as nourishment for His people
in the bread and wine.
2. “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and will save those whose spirits are crushed” (v. 18). The
only other time we read similar words are in Isaiah 61 — a prophecy about the coming mission of the
Lord’s “Anointed One” (“Messiah” or “Christ”) — and in Luke 4, where Jesus states in His very first
sermon in the synagogue that He is this Anointed One who has come to “heal the brokenhearted”
(v. 18; KJV).
3. “He will keep safe all his bones; not one of them shall be broken” (v. 20). While the Lord is near to the
brokenhearted, His Anointed One will suffer greatly but not have a single bone broken. During the
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first Passover meal, the Lord instructed Moses to sacrifice a lamb, but not to break a single bone in the
sacrifice (Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12). Much later, when Jesus dies on the cross, it is the Roman
practice to break the legs of those being crucified to speed up their deaths (this is done to the two
thieves crucified with Christ), but as Jesus was already dead, they did not break any of his bones. John
tells us explicitly that this was done to fulfill the Messianic prophecy found here in Psalm 34: Jesus, the
Anointed One, is the true Passover Lamb who guides His people from death into life (John 19:33-36).
In the Lutheran tradition, this is why we explicitly follow Jesus’ practice and His words when He breaks
bread, but gives His body by saying, “This is my body, given for you,” during the Eucharist
(Matthew 26:26; Mark 14:22; Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24). This is a great celebration of His
victory over sin, death, and the devil! Even more incredible, note that He did this for you!
As we reflect on the astonishing depths of meaning found in Psalm 34, and we continue to journey through
Lent on our way towards Holy Week and Easter, let us prepare to rejoice with Paul words in our
1 Corinthians reading today, “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate
the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth” (vv. 7-8).
Prayer: “Lord, graciously hear us, for we seek you alone. Calm our bodies and minds with the peace
which passes understanding, and make us radiant with joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).

Devotion written by the Rev. Andrew S. Ames Fuller (aamesfuller@thenalc.org)
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March 16, 2022 | Wednesday of the Week of Lent II
Genesis 42:18-28; 1 Corinthians 5:9-6:11; Mark 4:1-20; Psalms 5 & 147:1-12 (AM); Psalms 27 & 51 (PM)
4:20

Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some
sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.
– Mark 4:20 NIV

y
In my ministry around the world, I have seen places with good soil. I have seen one in Eastern Europe and
Ukraine, I’ve seen the second one in the state of Illinois in the United States and the third one in central
Ethiopia in Oromia around places called Dukem and Bishoftu. All these places are known for their good
soil. Because they have good soil their farmers can easily produce the maximum amount of produce on that
good soil.
On the other side I have visited countries like the United Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and the nation of Qatar where they have no good soil that is suitable for agriculture. Therefore, almost
everything that they eat is imported from places where there are good soils.
In this text Jesus related good soil to productivity. But the secret of productivity is not only in the availability
of good soil, but it is when a good seed gets into a good soil then one can expect a good harvest. When I
read this text very closely, the mystery of the productivity that we see stated in the form of 30 times, 60
times and 100 times is not found in the soil. It is in the seed that takes life and productivity into that soil.
The soil is dead, but the seed is alive. The only role good soil plays in this process is hearing the Word and
receiving the Word. The reason all the others are called bad soil is because either the land is stony with no
way of receiving a seed, or it is thorny with no way of sustaining the seed or the land is too exposed that
birds will come and take the seed away. Therefore, the problem with all the other scenarios is having a bad
relationship with the seed of the Word of God. The one soil with the perfect relationship with the seed of
the Word of God is called good soil because it has a way of hearing, receiving and retaining the Word.
Because of that, it becomes more productive than any other soil in the story.
Dearly beloved friends, the word of God is always readily available. We can read it, we can hear it, we can
sing it and we can study it. But when we go one step further and start to receive it into our heart and believe
it with everything that is within us, then our life starts to produce the fruit that the Lord anticipates from
us. May God continue to bless us with an open heart and receptive mind to hear, receive, believe and retain
the word of God within our heart forever.
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for transforming our stony heart into a good soil through
the power of Your Word and through the power of Your Holy Spirit. Please continue to bless us with the
flood of Your Word which is flowing into our heart and blessing us always by transforming us into a good
soil. Please remove all the thorny bush from our heart, change our stony heart into the heart of flesh and
more importantly change our superficial and hypocritical life into a deeply transformed life by the power of
Your Word. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba (gbuba@thenalc.org)

Thursday of the Week of Lent II | March 17, 2022
Patrick, Bishop, Missionary to Ireland, 461
Genesis 42:29-38; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Mark 4:21-34; Psalms 27 & 147:13-21 (AM); Psalms 126 & 102 (PM)
4:21

And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand?
For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. 23 If
anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 24 And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the
measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. 25 For to the one who has,
more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” 26 And he said,
“The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day,
and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the
ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the
harvest has come.” 30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall
we use for it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the
seeds on earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 33 With many such parables he spoke
the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34 He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately
to his own disciples he explained everything.”
– Mark 4:21-34
22

y
I often forget what can be accomplished when the people of God work together. It is truly amazing. But
when I focus only on myself aside from working alongside my brothers and sisters, I can fall into a
melancholy state. Being a person that is often impatient, I want things accomplished quickly, not always
seeing the value of waiting or thinking things over as to how things might be affected by other factors.
Accordingly, I feel like a failure, blaming myself for things not being where I expect them to be.
The amazing thing though, is that God has a way of taking what we do and having it bear fruit in
unexpected ways. Again, He doesn’t call us to success but faithfulness. Success, whatever it will look like
will be measured by His standards which are unlike the world’s standards. The little that I do or accomplish
in faithfulness will be used by the Spirit to further the Kingdom and I am reminded that I am but a member
of a larger body and not to be saddened by the little I think I might have done. By focusing on how slowly
or how little I think I may have accomplished I judge myself according to the world’s standards, navel gazing
rather than rejoicing in what is.
Rather, I am reminded by the Word, to be faithful in using what gifts I have, wherever I am, to lift up the
name of Jesus. God will use that little grain of work for the sake of the Kingdom for His overall purposes
and I must look to Him, not to me, for a sense of worth. In using our gifts for the Kingdom, we shine a
light to honour the Giver of all good gifts so that others may see how good our Lord is. Find your joy in
serving in whichever way presents itself that people may see how the people of God love Him and our
neighbour. “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might,” writes the author (Ecclesiastes 9:10).
Find joy in serving the Lord with your gifts and leave the end and the judging in God’s hands, for He will
honour your faithfulness. Watch and see what He will do and be amazed!
Prayer: Father in heaven, help us, by Your Spirit, to find our purpose, our meaning, our life in You and not
in the world’s ways of determining worth. Bless all those who are engaging in NALC Life-to-Life
Discipleship, that their lives would be transformed for the sake of the world You love. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Phillip E. Gagnon STS (pgagnon@thenalc.org)
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March 18, 2022 | Friday of the Week of Lent II
Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, 386
Genesis 43:1-34; 1 Corinthians 7:1-24; Mark 4:35-5:20; Psalms 22 & 148 (AM); Psalms 105 & 130 (PM)
5:1

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had stepped
out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among
the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been bound with
shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the
strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out
and cutting himself with stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7
And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you
unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are
many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs
was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.”
13
So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd,
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.
14
The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that
had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the
legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it
described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And they began to
beg Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed
with demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go
home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on
you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and
everyone marveled
– Mark 5:1-20

y
Okay, that is a strange story. However, we live in strange world. We live in a world that is a spiritual
battleground. There are “supernatural” (for want of a better term) forces at work. Of course, there is a lot
of nonsense and superstition surrounding such things, but the reality of the supernatural, and the reality of
spiritual evil, should not be doubted or rejected. As the bard notes, “There are more things in heaven and
earth than are dreamt of in your philosophy” — or our theology.
Some would say that this man’s problems were pathological not spiritual. He was an unfortunate victim of
some terrible mental illness. I’ll let you decide the matter for yourself. However, I would encourage those
who are interested in such things to read People of the Lie written by the late Scott Peck. He was a Case
Western-trained psychiatrist and in his practice, he encountered the reality of the demonic. Very
importantly, he makes a crucial distinction between demonic possession and mental illness.
But rather than focus on the demonic (which is always depressing), let’s focus on the healing of the possessed
man. What did his release from a Legion of demons look like? There is one word I want to stress.
After he is freed from the demonic, the formerly possessed man is described as being in his “right mind.”
The word used here literally means that his mind was saved or healed. This man’s mind had formerly been
enslaved to a “legion” of dark and demonic forces and thoughts which drove him deeper into himself and
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further from Christ. I want to repeat that, he was driven deeper into himself and further from Christ. He lived
among the dead, separated from the living, cut himself with stones, shackled by demonic powers; he wanted
nothing to do with Christ.
Yet, Christ Jesus comes to break the shackles of his bondage and “do” the mercy of God. Of course, the
story is bizarre, but maybe this is the kind of story we need to hear in order for us to understand both the
power of the demonic — and the mercy of God.
So, when we find ourselves — like the man in our lesson after his exorcism — clothed, in community,
sitting before Jesus, wanting to follow Jesus, and telling our neighbors about the mercy God; then we are
free. This is what freedom looks like.
The North American Lutheran Seminary is preparing leaders who understand the reality of spiritual
conflict. Our culture is increasingly being driven deeper into the desires of the subjective self and further
from the objective truth of God. This leads to dark and dangerous places.
There is, thank God, good news! The Gospel of Jesus Christ, proclaimed in the power of the Holy Spirit,
saves us from this from captivity to darkness. The Holy Spirit brings us out of our inner darkness into the
light of Christ, into the truth of the love, goodness and mercy of God.
Prayer: “I give You thanks, heavenly Father, through Your dear Son Jesus Christ, that You have protected
me through the night from all harm and danger. I beseech You to keep me this day also, too, from all sin
and evil, that in all my thoughts, words and deeds I may please You. Into Your hands I commend my body
and soul and all that is mine. Let Your holy angels have charge of me, that the wicked one have no power
over me” [the sign of the cross is made in the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit].

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Eric M. Riesen (eriesen@thenals.org)
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March 19, 2022 | Saturday of the Week of Lent II
ST. JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF MARY AND GUARDIAN OF OUR LORD

2 Samuel 7:4, 8-16; Romans 4:13-18; Matthew 1:18-24; Psalms 89 & 149 (AM); Psalms 31 & 143 (PM)
1:18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.21
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had
borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.”
– Matthew 1:18-25

y
We sometimes miss the purpose and value of commemorating saints in our three-year Sunday lectionary,
as well as in our daily lectionary. In our day, we hear much about “heroes” — from soldiers and sailors to
frontline medical personnel to first responders! We are inspired and encouraged as we hear their stories.
We receive the same inspiration and encouragement as we hear the stories of great men and women of faith
— such as St. Joseph, husband of Mary and foster-father of our Lord.
Joseph has been commemorated on March 19 since the eighth or early ninth century and he is portrayed in
Scripture as a “just” man (1:19) — in other words, a devout man, evidently kind and wise — not unlike the
patriarchs responding to visionary dreams; a faithful and affectionate father to Jesus (Festivals and
Commemorations, pp. 125-126, Augsburg Publishing House, 1980). It is worth noting that St. Joseph is
regarded as a patron saint of Canada.
As we consider the life and example of Joseph, we can only wish that God would send an angel to directly
and unmistakably communicate God’s Word and will to us. And then, we wish that we might accept His
Word and will and obey! Most of us struggle mightily with God and His will, rarely quite sure and certain
what God intends for us to do or not do, where to go or not to go, how we are or are not, to live our lives.
And if God sent us an angel in a dream, would we believe it, or consider it imaginings of our hearts and
minds?
The truth is, God sends many messengers to announce to us His will for us and for our lives! What are the
Holy Scriptures, if not God’s Word sent to us through angels — men whom God inspired to speak, “Thus
saith the Lord,” to us, to give us direction and guidance in life. As Martin Luther believed God’s Word —
the Holy Scriptures to be trustworthy and true, the North American Lutheran Church’s statement, The
Bible as the Word of God, adopted by the Commission on Theology and Doctrine in May 2018 states, “The
Bible is a truthful, reliable book that will not lead us into error and falsehood, nor does it contain error or
falsehood.” While we may not be blessed with a visit by an angel of the Lord in a dream, God’s Word
speaks to us day by day, revealing His will for us and for our lives.
Prayer: Lord God, this Lenten season, turn us to Your Word which is trustworthy and true. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. David M. Wendel (dwendel@thenalc.org)

The Third Week of Lent
God of life, You are the source of all things living, the maker of all that exists.
Help Your people to hear your voice and to live fully into the life You have given us.
Let us always seek the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life —
the One who put an end to death so that all who believe may live eternally.
Give us eyes to see and ears to hear Your call on our lives.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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March 20, 2022 | The Third Sunday in Lent
Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, 687
Genesis 44:1-17; Romans 8:1-10; John 5:25-29; Psalms 84 & 150 (AM); Psalms 42 & 32 (PM)
5:25

Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son
of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also
to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 28 “Do not
be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come
out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to
be condemned.
– John 5:25-29 NIV

y
Dear friends, greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus as we continue our journey during this Lenten season
toward the remembrance of the final events and hours of our Lord’s life. Lent is a time when we focus our
attention on the cross of Christ and the price He had to pay for our sins, in order that we, because of Him,
might live forever.
The passage today is one that, in many ways, does not seem to fit during this Lenten season. It points to
the day when the final judgment will happen and when the dead will be raised at the voice and command
of Christ. It seems to be out of place, at least insofar as it looks beyond our Lord’s death and resurrection
to that day, known only by the Father, when the final judgment will take place and the world as we know
it will come to a close. In that sense, this passage seems to be a bit premature.
At the same time, this passage fits well within the journey of our Lord to the cross, because it was on the
cross when God’s judgment played itself out, on our behalf, and when God’s word of promise was spoken
clearly and eternally in the death of Christ. On the cross, we were the guilty. Jesus carried our guilt. We
were the sinful. All the sins of the world were placed on Him. His righteousness became ours. Our judgment
was given solely to Him.
The good news in this passage is that God, as Father, has given the authority to judge to Christ. And
because Christ is the one who gave His life for us, through our faith in Him, even in His judgment of us
we are secure. “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm
103:12). In other words, when we stand in judgment before the Lord, the Lord looks not at our sin but at
His own redeeming work. When we stand in judgment before God, God looks not at our sin but at Christ.
The apostle Paul uses the words “God” and “Christ” interchangeably when it comes to our judgment. He
says, “We shall all stand before the judgment seat of God” (Romans 14:10). He also says, “For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:10). For the apostle, they are one and the same.
And so where does that lead when it comes to our judgment? How can we be certain and secure when we
stand before God? It all comes down to the saving plan and purpose of God, worked out during that final
week of our Lord’s life, that the same person of Jesus, both Son of God and Son of Man, would be both
our Judge and our Savior at the same time. As Judge, sitting at the right hand of the Father, we will all be
found guilty and condemned to eternal death. As Savior, standing alongside of us in our sin, we will all be
set free in the sacrificial blood of the Lamb.
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It’s a harsh reality, the judgment day we will all one day face. But it’s also a glorious reality when we consider
what God has promised in Jesus and the life eternal that will be ours. After all, who would rather have as
your judge? Would you rather have someone in your family? Would you rather have the neighbor next door?
How about the Supreme Court? How about the possibility of judging yourself? Would you want or feel
good about any of those other options to consider, when it come to the judgment of your life?
The fact is that there are no other options. God is our Judge. He is also the one who Has given us a Savior.
And the Gospel, the Good News, is the fact that He who sees our sins more clearly and penetratingly than
anyone else has dealt with them. They are no longer in the picture. They have been blotted out and erased
eternally in Jesus.
And so, in closing, you tell me. Is this passage out of place during the season of Lent? Or is it a passage we
need to hear every day? I guess it all depends on what we hope to hear when that final judgment day comes.
Here’s what Jesus says: “Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear
the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.” I like that passage and I need to hear it every
day. My guess is, so do you.
Prayer: Father, we thank You for Your saving plan worked out in the cross of our Lord Jesus. We thank
You that the one who will be our judge is also the one came to save. Help us to trust in Him. Help us to
face life and death with confidence and in hope. Assure us, through Your Holy Spirit, that our sin has been
dealt with and washed away, and the life we now live will be ours forever. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Selbo (dselbo@thenalc.org)
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March 21, 2022 | Monday of the Week of Lent III
Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 1711
Genesis 44:18-34; 1 Corinthians 7:25-31; Mark 5:21-43; Psalms 119:73-80 & 145 (AM); Psalms 121 & 6 (PM)
119:73

Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me understanding that I may learn your commandments.
Those who fear you shall see me and rejoice, because I have hoped in your word. 75 I know, O LORD,
that your rules are righteous, and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 76 Let your steadfast love comfort
me according to your promise to your servant. 77 Let your mercy come to me, that I may live; for your law
is my delight. 78 Let the insolent be put to shame, because they have wronged me with falsehood; as for me,
I will meditate on your precepts. 79 Let those who fear you turn to me, that they may know your testimonies.
80
May my heart be blameless in your statutes, that I may not be put to shame!
– Psalm 119:73-80
74

y
The Law of the Lord is our delight. As Lutherans we teach that the Law shows us our sinful nature and
drives us to the cross of Christ where we receive mercy and forgiveness. The Law is not something we can
fulfill on our own, however knowing it helps us to understand the framework by which God calls us to live.
Since we cannot keep the Law perfectly, God sent Jesus into the world to fulfill the law and free us from
sin and death. His grace is what saves us and what we point others to in their own lives. We are sinner and
saint, every one of us.
During the Church Year we remember the lives of those saints (who were also sinners) who have gone
before us. We don’t do this to worship another human being, but to draw courage and strength from their
walk with Christ Jesus. In the 17th century there was a young man who was the son of an innkeeper. He
studied at Winchester College and went on to Oxford before being ordained to the priesthood in 1662. His
name was Thomas Ken (1637–1711). Thomas eventually found himself serving in Queen Mary’s court as
one of the chaplains. He was not afraid to confront the royals when he had to, for he knew the Law of God
very well. One such instance occurred when he refused to accommodate the mistress of King William. A
similar instance occurred when Thomas was sent to be a chaplain in the court of King Charles who wanted
Thomas to hide his mistress in the chaplain’s residence. Thomas reportedly told the King that it was not
suitable that the royal chaplain should serve as the royal pimp (justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/128.html).
We can take courage from Thomas Ken when it comes to speaking the truth in love. Even if his words
were not warm and fuzzy, he got his point across.
Thomas Ken was not only well versed in the Law of God, he was a bearer of the Gospel as well. You may
know one of his works very well, even if you didn’t know who wrote it. Thomas was the author of what
Christians call “The Doxology,” a song sung to the tune of Old Hundredth:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heavenly host / Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
He is also well known for his prayer book A Manual of Prayers for the Use of Winchester Scholars, and All Other
Devout Christians, as well as numerous hymns such as: “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun,” and “All Praise
to Thee, My God this Night.”
On this feast day of Bishop Thomas Ken, I leave you with this advice and prayer from his prayer book:
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“As soon as ever you awake in the morning… strive as much as you can, to keep all worldly thoughts
out of your mind, till you have presented the first fruits of the day to God, which will be an excellent
preparative, to make you spend the rest of it the better, and therefore be sure to sing the Morning and
Evening Hymn in your chamber devoutly, remembering that the Psalmist, upon happy experience
assures you, that it is a good thing, to tell of the loving kindness of the Lord early in the morning, and
of his truth in the night season” (anglicanhistory.org).
Prayer: “Unto Thee, O my God, do I dedicate this day, and my whole life; O do Thou so bless and prosper
me in my Studies, that I may every day grow more fit for Thy service” (Thomas Ken). Bless all those who
are studying for the ministry, that they would grow and blossom in your Holy Word. Bless the President
of the North American Lutheran Seminary Network, the Rev. Dr. Eric Riesen, that would rely on Your
will and strength for the task of forming pastors for Your Church. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Amy C. Little (alittle@thenalc.org)
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March 22, 2022 | Tuesday of the Week of Lent III
Jonathan Edwards, Teacher, Missionary to the Native Americans, 1758
James De Koven, Priest, 1879
Genesis 45:1-15; 1 Corinthians 7:32-40; Mark 6:1-13; Psalms 34 & 146 (AM); Psalms 25 & 91 (PM)
146:1

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to
my God while I have my being. 2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, for there is no help
in them. 3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 4 Happy
are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the LORD their God; 5 who made
heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps his promise forever; 6 who gives justice to
those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 7 The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD
opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 8 the LORD loves the righteous;
the LORD cares for the stranger; he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
9
The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
– Psalm 146 LBW

y
The Book of Psalms, also known as the “Psalter,” was the hymnal of the Israelites. According to Jewish
tradition, the psalms were composed by Adam, Melchizedek, Abraham, Moses, Heman, Jeduthun, Asaph,
and the three sons of Korah. The book, however, is largely attributed to David on account of his being a
poet-musician, and who is described in 2 Samuel 23:1 as “the sweet psalmist of Israel.” Just like a modern
hymnal, the Psalter had various sections of psalms for different purposes, typically split into five “books.”
Within these books, there are also various groupings. One type of grouping found mostly in the fifth book
of Psalms (Psalms 107-150) is known as the “hallel” psalms, meaning psalms of “praise.” Each of these
psalms begin and/or end with the word “hallelujah,” meaning “praise YHWH/praise the LORD,” and this
word is only found in the Scriptures in these Psalms. There are four collections of hallel psalms: the
Covenantal Hallel (Psalms 105-106), the Egyptian or Passover Hallel (Psalms 111-118), the Great Hallel
(Psalms 135-136), and the Doxological or Final Hallel (Psalms 146-150). Each of these hallel psalms would
have been well-known by memory to the Israelites steeped in these songs.
Psalm 146, one of our morning psalms today, opens the Final Hallel of the Psalter. Here, we see a kind of
summary praise given to the Lord for a number of themes. Most importantly, Psalm 146 would have been
on the lips of Jesus regularly as He worshiped at the temple and prayed in the synagogue. In particular,
words from Psalm 146 show up in Jesus’ first sermon in Nazareth: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19).
Because many of us have “buried the alleluia” during the Lenten season as a way to fast before the burst of
praise as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection at Easter, let our hearts meditate on Psalm 146 and other hallel
psalms in eager anticipation of great joy!
Prayer: “God of glory and power, happy indeed are those who have put their trust in you. Shine the
brightness of your light upon us, that we may love you always with a pure heart and praise you forever;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).
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Devotion written by the Rev. Andrew S. Ames Fuller (aamesfuller@thenalc.org)

Wednesday of the Week of Lent III | March 23, 2022
Gregory the Illuminator, Missionary Bishop of Armenia, c. 332
Genesis 45:16-28; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 6:13-29; Psalms 5 & 147:1-12 (AM); Psalms 27 & 51 (PM)
6:17

For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He
did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18 For John had been saying
to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 So Herodias nursed a grudge against John
and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20 because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing
him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen
to him.
– Mark 6:17-20 NIV

y
In those days when John the Baptist started his ministry, the entire region of Judea was full of morally
corrupt political, religious, economic and public leaders. That region was controlled by the Roman Empire,
since the Roman Empire was ruled by Caesar from a distance, the emperor was sending all kinds of
appointees to govern various territories. In the middle of this sociopolitical arrangement, the entire social
fabric was open for unrestrained moral corruption.
In the middle of such a corrupt socio-economic dispensation, John the Baptist started his mission and
ministry calling people to repentance and Baptism. He was confronting whatever he saw head on without
any fear and without any restraint. He was not discriminating or categorizing and classifying people based
on their status, race, color or even their political office. He was confronting anyone who was living a life
that was dishonoring to God, including Herod. When he saw moral corruption in his marriage arrangement,
he spoke against it boldly and openly. That is what we call speaking the truth to power!
Today we live in the middle of a morally corrupt society. We see the rules and Laws of God being ignored,
neglected and disobeyed to a greater extent. The Word of God and all its instruction are undermined by so
many individuals and institutions — including the Church. However, speaking the truth to power and
confronting such a morally decadent social fabric is a very costly adventure. As we see in this story, it cost
John his precious life. But still, if John wanted to avoid this, there was no way around this public and openly
known incident other than confronting it head on and glorifying the name of God. May God help us and
give us His grace to be bold, open and outgoing when it comes to dealing with these kinds of moral decay
and obvert disobedience to God.
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father we pray that without You we have no courage or boldness to stand up and
confront what we see is wrong. But when the fire of the Holy Spirit is burning within our bones, there is
no way that we can bypass it quietly or silently. When we see things that will not glorify Your name help
us to point it out and call people to repentance. Therefore, today we pray that You give us your powerful
grace and fill us with the fire of the Holy Spirit to stand up and confront whatever is not glorifying You in
our culture and in our society. By doing so, help us to honor and glorify the name of Jesus Christ who went
to the cross, died, was buried and raised on the third day to give us victorious life over everything. In the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba (gbuba@thenalc.org)
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March 24, 2022 | Thursday of the Week of Lent III
Óscar Arnulfo Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, Martyr, 1980
Genesis 6:1-7, 28-34; 1 Corinthians 9:1-15; Mark 6:30-46; Psalms 27 & 147:13-21 (AM); Psalms 126 & 102 (PM)
6:30

The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 And he said to them,
“Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they
had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33 Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there
ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because
they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35 And when it grew
late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late.36 Send them
away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But he
answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred
denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have?
Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded them
all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and
gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And
they all ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish.
44
And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the
boat and go before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 And after he had
taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray.
– Mark 6:30-46

y
Reading the Gospel for today, I am struck by the directness of Jesus’ questions in light of what the apostles
had shared about their adventures just a short time before. It seems they had forgotten about how God had
provided for them. Now, Jesus directs them after asking how much food they had to feed the crowd
themselves. The disciples evidently thought they didn’t have enough. They looked only at the five loaves
and two fish and thought, “Holy mackerel! This isn’t enough!” Yet, Jesus thought it was. He gave a blessing,
then broke the loaves and divided the fish so there was enough to feed everyone. Obviously, the feeding of
five thousand men was a tremendous miracle! Was Jesus showing us and the disciples that the amount they
did have, blessed by God, would be enough — by asking them how much food they had? Somehow, God
finds a way when there seems to be no way. Was Jesus in his question pointing them back to their
experiences they had only a short time ago shared when they trusted in God’s provision as they traveled?
The direction to “You feed them” steered them to the Word of life, the bread from heaven and the Gospel
they were to preach was enough? Jesus starts with almost nothing, or what the world would certainly not
enough and yet provides an overwhelming amount of sustenance with leftovers! Could it be that when we
begin in and are sustained by Jesus, that whatever we strive to do will be at least enough, if not more? “You
feed them” What do we have to offer the world, to fill the deepest needs of the world if not the bread of
life, the Gospel of Jesus Christ? When we think we have nothing to offer, I believe the truth is, we have
everything to offer — Jesus.
Prayer: Lord God, heavenly Father, help us to remember that with but a Word You created and sustain
the universe. Give us faith and will to proclaim the name of Your Son, with boldness and compassion, so
that we can say with the apostles before us, “we cannot but speak” of Jesus and His love. Strengthen our
relationships with our fellow Christians as we serve in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Phillip E. Gagnon STS (pgagnon@thenalc.org)

Friday of the Week of Lent III | March 25, 2022
THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO THE VIRGIN MARY

Isaiah 7:10-14; Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38; Psalms 40 & 148 (AM); Psalms 105 & 130 (PM)
1:28

”And [the angel Gabriel] came to [Mary] and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”
– Luke 1:28

y
Nine months from today is Christmas. The Church sets aside this day to commemorate the coming of the
angel Gabriel to Mary. He announces the promise of a child. As some translations put it, Gabriel says,
“Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” It’s a difficult verse to translate. The one word translated
“O favored one/full of grace” is rare. It occurs only here and in Ephesians 1:6. Let’s look at this more
carefully.
The role of Mary in the history of salvation has too often been either ignored or exaggerated. (Note: the
words ignore and ignorance have a common root!) Contemporary Lutherans and many others tend to
ignore Mary in order to focus exclusively on her Son. Other traditions give Mary so much honor that there
is a danger that she obscures her Son. I’m certain that is not what she wants. Is there a way for us to give
Mary her due honor and not take away from the Child? The answer is, yes.
Let’s look at that one word I mentioned — the word translated “O favored one/full of grace.” In Greek, the
root of the verb used here is the word for grace. Mary is greeted as the one in whom God has been at work,
“Greetings, O favored one!” God’s prevenient grace has prepared her for this moment. Could she have said
no? Obviously, rejection of God’s will is possible. One early tradition imagines that the whole earth was
hushed, bent towards Mary, to hear her response.
Mary embraces the promise and responds in faith, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord, may it be to me
according to your word” (Luke 1:38). Mary responds by grace through faith. That should sound familiar to
many of us.
Now, let’s jump over to Ephesians 1:6. Paul uses this same word when he writes that God “has blessed us”
or “has graced us” in His beloved Son. The same grace that was at work in Mary is also at work in us.
Obviously, God’s work in Mary was unique, but it is the same grace at work. Mary is graced to bring Christ
physically into the world. She becomes the Theotokos, the one who bears God the Son of God into the
world. We, as the Body of Christ, the Church, are called to bear Christ spiritually and sacramentally into
the world. This happens by God’s grace. When we look at Mary, we see a young woman in whom God did
a great and marvelous work. Other than Christ himself, she is the greatest work of God in all humanity.
This is why Luke records her song: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name” (Luke 1:46-49).
Let’s give the Blessed Mother of our Lord honor. In some sense, she’s our mother too. Even more, let’s join
Mary in magnifying and praising God for all that He has done for us. Where would we be without His
grace at work in our lives? So, we magnify the Lord and rejoice in God our Savior ... for he who is mighty
has done great things for us ... and holy is His name.
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Prayer: “We beseech thee, O God, pour thy grace into our hearts; that, as at the message of an angel, Mary
was overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, and became the mother of the Lord and the most blessed among
women, so we, believing thy word, may receive Christ to dwell in our hearts, and by our life make manifest
the mystery of his incarnation; who has exalted our manhood into the glory of his Godhead, even Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen” (Gregorian Sacramentary [c.790] as quoted in For All the Saints: A Prayer Book For
and By the Church, Volume I).
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Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Eric M. Riesen (eriesen@thenalc.org)

Saturday of the Week of Lent III | March 26, 2022
Genesis 47:1-48:7; Corinthians 9:16-10:13; Mark 6:47-7:23; Psalms 43 & 149 (AM); Psalms 31 & 143 (PM)
6:47

And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that
they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the
night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking
on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But
immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51 And he got into the boat
with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52 for they did not understand about the
loaves, but their hearts were hardened
– Mark 6:47-52

y
“And Jesus saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them.”
Does that sound like us and our lives these last couple of years? For that matter, it sounds like human life
in general! We make headway painfully, because the winds of change, the prevailing winds of the secular
world, the tumultuous winds of chaos and uncertainty swirl and beat against us, causing us to be fearful in
our day to day lives. And as this is the sometimes reality of our daily lives, it is also, sometimes, reality in
our congregations.
Before the worldwide pandemic, congregations were struggling to maintain the status quo in a culture
which is definitely post-Christian and arguably anti-Christian. Worship attendance and income were
declining in most places as more and more folks spend Sunday morning on the golf course, the soccer field
or youth hockey rink or relaxing at home in their PJs! And then — COVID-19 hit — with the ongoing
variants and the stress and tension of mask-wearing, vaccinations or no-vaccinations and — well, you’ve
lived it! If you have ever rowed a boat or pedaled a bike against a strong wind, you know what it is to “make
headway painfully” if at all.
The disciples were out in the boat “about the fourth watch of the night” — 3:00–6:00 AM. This is the time
when many of us lie in bed, fretting about the challenges and difficulties we are facing, unable to sleep,
praying the wind and the waves would stop or at least pause—for a time, that we might catch our breath.
No wonder the disciples saw Jesus, walking on the water and thought Him a ghost — an apparition —
adding to their trepidation! And yet, the words of Jesus to those first disciples, and to you and to me are
powerful words — as He speaks to the very core of our being. “Take heart,” Jesus says, “It is I. Do not be
afraid.”
“Take heart. It is I. Do not be afraid.” the Lord says to you — today, this minute, as you are reading or
hearing this Scripture verse. They are words of comfort and calm from the Lord of sea and sky, whom even
the wind and the waves obey. They are words to calm your mind and soul, to bless you with that “peace
which passes all human understanding.” As I write this Lenten devotion, I have just preached a sermon on
Luke 4:21, where Jesus says, “Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” — in the ears of you,
the Greek has it. May the words of the Lord Jesus, in the ears of you, bring you peace and confidence —
because Jesus is with you. Jesus is with you in the boat of your life to encourage and strengthen you, to uplift
and assure you, to speak to you, saying, “Take heart. It is I. Do not be afraid.”
Prayer: Lord Jesus, take away my fear, give me peace — for You are with me always. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. David M. Wendel (dwendel@thenalc.org)
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The Fourth Week of Lent
Holy Father, Giver of all good things, help us to work for the food that endures to eternal life,
rather than wasting our time and effort on things that are perishable.
May our eyes always be fixed on the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Savior.
Let our lives be sustenance for a world in need,
that Your love would pour through us and into the world You love.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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March 27, 2022 | The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Charles Henry Brent, Bishop of the Philippines and of Western New York, 1929
Genesis 48:8-22; Romans 8:11-25; John 6:27-40; Psalms 84 & 150 (AM); Psalms 42 & 32 (PM)
6:27

Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 28 Then they asked him, “What must
we do to do the works God requires?” 29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he
has sent.” 30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What
will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from
heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread
from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the
bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this
bread.” 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not
believe. 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.
38
For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this
is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the
last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal
life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”
– John 6:27-40 NIV

y
Dear friends, greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus on this fourth Sunday in the season of Lent. Today
we are confronted with one of the claims Jesus made about Himself, one of the seven “I Am” sayings found
in John’s Gospel. It’s the claim to be the “Bread of Life.” It’s the claim to be the One in whom all sustenance
that matters is found.
Just as bread gives us nourishment, provides us with the strength we need to stay alive, so it is with Jesus.
Jesus nourishes us. Jesus sustains us. He strengthens us and keeps us alive.
In the same way, just as bread is a staple to our physical diet — it is basic, it is principal, it is standard to
our wellbeing — so it is with Christ. He is basic. He is principal. He is standard to the spiritual diet we
must have if we are to live.
In Jesus, we are fed, the Bible says. We grow. We develop. We become strong in our faith. Apart from
Jesus, we fail to grow. We never develop. And our faith, most often, withers away.
One of the tragedies in our culture today, in spite of the fact that many people are seeking a life that is
spiritual, wanting to find answers to the things in life that count, the life they are seeking and the answers
they are hoping to find have little to do with Jesus and, as a result, do not provide spiritual sustenance that
lasts.
It’s like what happens at one of those all-you-can-eat buffets. You walk down the line and pick and choose
whatever appeals to you at the time. If you’re in the mood for salad, then you fill your plate with salad. If
you’re hungry for pasta, there are usually more choices than you could fit on your plate.
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People do it all the time when it comes to those buffets. Sadly, they also do it when it comes to religion.
They pick and they choose what they like. They grab onto whatever appeals at the time. A little bit of this,
combined with a little bit of that. Some good moral standards, combined with a good philosophical
approach; add a little New Age, alongside of a bit of Eastern religion and thought.
Next thing you know, your spiritual plate is filled, but there’s nothing on it that is connected to Christ. And
because there’s nothing connected to Christ, no matter how much spirituality you eat, you will never be
filled, and you will always be longing for more.
During these last few weeks of this Lenten season, let us commit ourselves to being fed with a food that
will last. His name is Jesus. He is basic to our diet. He gives us the spiritual strength and sustenance we
need. In Him we grow. In Him we develop. In Him we become strong in our faith. He is the “Bread of
Life.” He fills us up. Whoever comes to Him will not hunger ever again.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, we thank You for the sustenance You give and for providing and being the true bread
we need. Help us, through Your Holy Spirit, to feed on You and to grow in our faith, that in You and
through You, we might be strengthened to live in ways that glorify God. We pray this in the name of the
One who gave all He had and all He was for us. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Selbo (dselbo@thenalc.org)
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March 28, 2022 | Monday of the Week of Lent IV
Genesis 49:1-28; 1 Corinthians 10:14-11:1; Mark 7:24-37; Psalms 119:73-80 & 145 (AM); Psalms 121 & 6 (PM)
7:24

And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a house and
did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 25 But immediately a woman whose little daughter
had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, a
Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27 And he said to her,
“Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But
she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 And he said
to her, “For this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30 And she went home
and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone.
– Mark 7:24-30

y
As we catch up with Jesus in Mark chapter seven, we hear how He was entering Gentile territory. Even
though He didn’t want anyone to know He was there, He could not escape notice. I imagine that’s what
it’s like for movie stars and famous people today, though for wholly different reasons. They have to deal
with people recognizing them, pursuing them, taking selfies and asking for autographs, not because they
are able to heal people, but because we live in a culture that adores those we see on our screens.
I recently learned that Eric Clapton, the British singer/songwriter, has a home in Dublin, Ohio — a suburb
of Columbus. The reason he likes to live there, by his own admission, is to escape notice and to live a
“normal” life. A friend who lives there told me though, that it’s the talk over the water cooler when someone
sees him about town. “I saw Eric Clapton at Kroger!” they say. Who knew that the famous rock and roller
went grocery shopping? Maybe they are nice to him in Columbus and instead of swarming him at the meat
counter, they simply nod and say hello.
Back to Jesus — St. Mark tells us that as soon as word spread that the Nazarene was in town, immediately
a Gentile woman sought him out. Mark uses that word “immediately” 41 times in his Gospel — which is
far, far more than any other Gospel writer. He wants us to sense the urgency of Jesus’ work. In this case,
the woman seized the opportunity before her and immediately she sprinted to Jesus in her despair and
devastation. Her daughter, her precious child, was sick. So far nothing that anyone tried to do for the girl
made any difference. You can relate, can’t you? It’s the most awful thing in the world when a child is unwell.
We feel so helpless ... useless ... distraught.
This woman, whose name we do not know, dropped to her knees before the Lord. This was not a gentle
stooping and kneeling. She hit the deck! It was a falling down to her knees rather than gingerly lowering
herself. Once she was at Jesus’ feet, she begged Him to free her daughter from the demon that held her
child captive.
The next part is remarkable. Jesus speaks to her in a rather course way. If someone said to you what Jesus
said to this woman, you’d probably be offended. “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” In other words, “Why should I help you? You’re not an Israelite!
I came to serve the Jews.” Did Jesus just call this Gentile woman a dog? Did He indicate that she was not
worthy of His healing power?
Yes, that’s exactly what he did! Not a very nice thing to say, Jesus! But the woman was not deterred.

48

In fact, she was even more determined to get His attention and she cleverly acknowledged her station in
life and responds, “Yes, Lord; I may be a dog, but even the dogs under the table get to eat the children’s
crumbs.”
Brilliant! And Jesus knew it! His pushing her caused her faith to be stronger! She would not give up until
He relented and healed her child. She came to Him with hope, and she left Him with faith. Jesus sent her
home with the promise of a daughter who was restored to health.
Prayer: Holy One of Israel, Your mercy and love is extended to all people through Your Son, Jesus Christ.
May the challenges we face in our lives bring us to a deeper faith; a faith that won’t allow us to give up.
Bless all those who follow Christ, that they might grow stronger in their discipleship and share the Good
News of salvation in Christ to the ends of the earth. We pray for our mission starts in the North American
Lutheran Church, that You would raise up strong leaders who will be faithful to Your calling. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Amy C. Little (alittle@thenalc.org)
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March 29, 2022 | Tuesday of the Week of Lent IV
John Keble, Priest, 1866
Hans Nielsen Hauge, Renewer of the Church, 1824
Genesis 49:29-50:14; 1 Corinthians 11:2-34; Mark 8:1-10; Psalms 34 & 146 (AM); Psalms 25 & 91 (PM)
25:1

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; let me not be humiliated, nor let my
enemies triumph over me. 2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; let the treacherous be disappointed
in their schemes. 3 Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. 4 Lead me in your truth and
teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 5 Remember, O LORD,
your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my
transgressions; remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 7 Gracious
and upright is the LORD; therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 8 He guides the humble in doing right
and teaches his way to the lowly. 9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness to those who keep
his covenant and his testimonies. 10 For your name’s sake, O LORD, forgive my sin, for it is great. 11 Who
are they who fear the LORD? He will teach them the way that they should choose. 12 They shall dwell in
prosperity, and their offspring shall inherit the land. 13 The LORD is a friend to those who fear him, and
will show them his covenant. 14 My eyes are ever looking to the LORD, for he shall pluck my feet out of the
net. 15 Turn to me and have pity on me, for I am left alone and in misery. 16 The sorrows of my heart have
increased; bring me out of my troubles. 17 Look upon my adversity and misery and forgive me all my sin.
18
Look upon my enemies, for they are many, and they bear a violent hatred against me. 19 Protect my life
and deliver me; let me not be put to shame, for I have trusted in you. 20 Let integrity and uprightness
preserve me, for my hope has been in you. 21 Deliver Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.
– Psalm 25 LBW

y
Psalm 25 is a penitential Lenten psalm that serves an individual prayer of lament that is often joined with
Psalm 34, which we delved into several weeks ago. Notice the individualized language: “I,” “me,” “my,” etc.
Here, the psalmist — King David — lifts up the very essence of his being, his nephesh/( ֶ֫נֶפשׁusually translated
as “soul”), to God, asking Him not to put him to shame or let his enemies rejoice over him (v. 1). He then
requests that the Lord teach His ways to all those who wait for His goodness (vv. 2-5). Verse 5 brings us
to the heart of the Psalm, however, when the psalmist implores God to remember His compassion (LBW;
translated in other verses in the LBW and NRSV as “mercy”) and love (LBW; steadfast love, NRSV;
lovingkindness, KJV).
Compassion (racham/ )ַרַחםand love (chesed/ )ֵחֵסדare two of the words found in God’s self-revelatory words
to Moses in Exodus 34:6-7. Recall that these words were spoken by the Lord to Moses on Mount Sinai
after the Israelites had fashioned the golden calf and worshiped before it. When Moses came down from
the mountain, he broke the first set of tablets of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 31:19); in Exodus 34,
he ascended the mountain again and God encountered him once again, this time not only giving Moses the
Ten Commandments, but also a self-description that echoes throughout the pages of the Old Testament:
“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful (racham) and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love (chesed) and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6). Whatever our lament, confession, or penitence is today, may
we remember the Lord’s compassion and love.
Prayer: “Lord our God, you show us your ways of compassion and love, and you spare sinners. Remember
not our sins; relieve our misery; satisfy the longing of your people; and fulfill all our hopes for eternal peace
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).
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Devotion written by the Rev. Andrew S. Ames Fuller (aamesfuller@thenalc.org)

Wednesday of the Week of Lent IV | March 30, 2022
Genesis 50:15-26; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; Mark 8:11-26; Psalms 5 & 147:1-12 (AM); Psalms 27 & 51 (PM)
8:14

The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with them in the boat. 15 “Be
careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.”16 They discussed
this with one another and said, “It is because we have no bread.” 17 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked
them: “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts
hardened? 18 Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? 19 When
I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?” Twelve,” they
replied. 20 “And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you
pick up? “They answered, “Seven.” 21 He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”
– Mark 8:14-21 NIV

y
Jesus asked His disciples — why are you still talking about having no bread? In those chapters prior to Mark
Chapter 8, they have seen the power of God manifested as Jesus multiplied five loaves of bread and two
fish and fed over 5,000 people. He also broke seven loaves in fed over 4,000 and there was so much leftover.
After seeing and experiencing and taking part in all those miraculous manifestations of God’s power, they
are still discussing the topic of scarcity.
By performing those miracles, Jesus was showing them they should not be worried or be concerned about
those physical provisions to sustain their life. God always provides! Nonetheless, they were still talking and
discussing and even worried about where their next bread would come from. We have seen the disciples
focus their energy on earthly issues instead of what Jesus was trying to do through their lives. Concentrating
on sustenance, power and their own authority over each other, were major distractions.
When I read through this text in Mark 8 several questions posed by Jesus stood out to me. Why are you
talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but
fail to see, do you have ears but fail to hear? Or don’t you remember?
Jesus raised all these questions to address one major issue — why do you fail to trust in Me, or why don’t
you put your absolute faith in Me? I think that question is still relevant to all of us. Jesus will keep asking
those questions until we stop worrying or be burdened by concerns of this world. Don’t you see that He is
your provider? Today, I urge and encourage all of us to drop all those questions and fix our eyes on Jesus,
confess our shortcomings, and declare that starting from today — I know I believe and confess that You
are my provider and in You I put my absolute faith.
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, thank You for giving us this Word in the Scripture. We confess there are so
many places and times that we take our eyes off Jesus and look at our circumstances and worry. Please help
us through the power of Your Holy Spirit to fix our eyes on Jesus and always put our absolute faith in Him.
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba (gbuba@thenalc.org)

51

March 31, 2022 | Thursday of the Week of Lent IV
John Donne, Priest, 1631
Exodus 1:6-22; 1 Corinthians 12:12-26; Mark 8:27–9:1; Psalms 27 & 147:13-21 (AM); Psalms 126 & 102 (PM)
8:27

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah;
and others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered
him, “You are the Christ.” 30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 31 And he began to
teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests
and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
34
And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the
whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 9:1 And he said to them, “Truly, I say to
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has
come with power.”
– Mark 8:27–9:1

y
Many times in my life I have faced times of sadness or depression. Lent notwithstanding, I have been in
that place of reflection and confession of my inner self, that person whom I struggle to drown under the
baptismal waters. Yet, I find I cannot. The old Adam pokes his head up every day from the waters, like a
beach ball once held desperately under the waters with the pressure of the ball wanting to find its way to
the surface finds its way through my slippery fingers, and it does. The Psalmist’s words give me hope, for
when I am close to despair the Scriptures bring comfort, healing and hope to my soul.
Luther in his commentary on Galatians writes, “The genius of Christianity takes the words of Paul ‘who
gave himself for our sins’ as true and efficacious. We are not to look upon our sins as insignificant trifles.
On the other hand, we are not to regard them as so terrible that we must despair. Learn to believe that
Christ was given, not for picayune and imaginary transgressions, but for mountainous sins; not for one or
two, but for all; not for sins that can be discarded, but for sins that are stubbornly ingrained.”
Reading these words of Scripture and Luther, my soul finds solace and hope, for there is one who loves me
and died for me that I may have life in His name. He knows my struggles, He hears my soul’s cries even
though those around me may not, and He was given for my “sins that are stubbornly ingrained.” Thank
God for His love and mercy that comes from His heart to me, for by myself I have nothing to offer but my
pleas of confession and mercy, and by His grace outside of my strength or ability, He loves me and provides
for me, today and always. Thanks be to God.
Prayer: Father and Giver of all good things, all praise and thanksgiving to You for Your mercy and love
You give to us through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Teach us to follow Your way of mercy and kindness and
compassion that the world may see Your Spirit in us. Raise up faithful leaders to shepherd congregations
in their walk with Christ. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Phillip E. Gagnon STS (pgagnon@thenalc.org)

Friday of the Week of Lent IV | April 1, 2022
Amalie Wilhelmina Sieveking, Renewer of Society, 1859; Frederick Dennison Maurice, Priest, 1872
Exodus 2:1-22; 1 Corinthians 12:27-13:3; Mark 9:2-13; Psalms 89 & 148 (AM); Psalms 105 & 130 (PM)
9:2

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no
one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking
with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for
you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And
a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.”
8
And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.
– Mark 9:2-8

y
We live in a world governed by authorities. For example, if you’re driving a car and run a stop light, I do
not have authority to arrest you. However, an authorized officer of the law can pull you over and give you a
ticket. She has authority to do so. What’s true about those who have authority to enforce the law is true in
every other realm of society. There are authorities in every field — medicine, science, politics, art history,
geology, auto mechanics, plumbing, business, stamp collecting, diet and exercise, astronomy, religion, etc.
Generally, it’s a good idea to consult the authorities with our questions that concern their area of expertise.
Of course, even authorities can disagree with each other. Authorities can get it wrong. To question an
authority is often a good idea. Religion is not exempt from the question of authority. The Church is deeply
divided over this question. Who has the authority to interpret Scripture, preach, teach, absolve our sins, or
speak authoritatively on important moral or theological questions? In many ways this is the question behind
the entire New Testament. It’s the question behind the entire Christian faith. The Church boldly confesses
that “all authority in heaven and on earth” has been given to Jesus Christ. That, my friends, is an audacious
claim.
Consider the story of the Transfiguration. Jesus is transfigured and is holding a conversation with Moses
and Elijah who represent the Law and the Prophets — the entire Old Testament. They are not arguing.
They are not having a shouting match! They are talking together. They’re having a respectful dialogue.
Then Peter starts to talk about tentmaking, but God the Father interrupts the entire conversation: “This is
my beloved Son, listen to him!”
The Father acknowledges the authority of the Son. In the Son the Law and the Prophets find their
authoritative meaning and interpretation. All biblical truth is brought together and reconciled in the Son.
In the Son the Church finds its authority to preach, teach and forgive. The Father commands: “Listen to
him!” Friends, whenever we hear a religious authority speak, we should only listen when it sounds like Jesus.
The North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) is teaching students how to listen to Christ Jesus as “the”
authority in all matters of faith, life and practice. This requires time for prayerful study, critical engagement
with the Scriptures, the mentorship of faithful scholars, and a supportive community. This “is” the NALS.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, You have given all authority in heaven and on earth to Your beloved Son. Amid
all the other voices in this world, help us to hear and obey His voice. Still our hearts and minds, quiet our
souls so that we could hear the voice of the good and faithful Shepherd and guardian of our souls. In the
holy and blessed name of Jesus. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Eric M. Riesen (eriesen@thenals.org)
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April 2, 2022 | Saturday of the Week of Lent IV
James Lloyd Breck, Priest, 1876
Exodus 2:23–3:15; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Mark 9:14-29; Psalms 43 & 149 (AM); Psalms 31 & 143 (PM)
13:1

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so
as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my
body to be burned,] but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or
boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when
the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
– 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
2

y
It’s interesting and maybe unfortunate, that certain Bible passages become acquainted with particular times
in life. Of course, Psalm 23 is appropriate at many points in life, but most know it because it’s read at
funerals. Similarly, 1 Corinthians 13 is known popularly as the Wedding Chapter, because so many couples
choose the apostle Paul’s words to the Corinthian congregation as the biblical text to be read at their
marriage service.
Oddly enough, Paul’s words were written, not at a time of affection, but to a Christian community which
was deeply divided, factious and at odds. The issue was the gift of “speaking in tongues,” and who had the
gift and who didn’t. Many considered it to be THE gift of the Holy Spirit, indicating true faith and
spirituality. Those who didn’t speak in tongues, obviously, were thought not to be Spirit-inspired. When
your household, family or congregation is divided and at blows with one another, then read the 13th chapter
of 1 Corinthians, laying aside the wedding memories. Rather than smarmy sentimentalism, Paul is speaking
words of instruction and exhortation which are aimed directly and powerfully at those who were causing
division and disunity within the community. Paul says, you may speak in the tongues of men or angels, but
without love, you are a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal! Your words may be able to move men or mountains,
but without love, you are nothing but hot air. For — the greatest of all gifts are faith, hope and love. And
the greatest of these — is love.
This love is most exemplified and personified, in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, our Savior. His is
not mere brotherly love or sensual attraction, but self-giving, self-sacrificing love. His is the love of one who
would give His life for another, even when that other may not be worthy or deserving of that love. And so,
we see our Lord nailed to the cross — for us, sinful though we are. This Lenten season, let us reflect and
meditate upon our Lord’s love for us, and pray that love may grow in our hearts that we may be more loving
in our relationships, our homes and our congregations.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, may Your love so turn our hearts that we respond in greater love. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. David M. Wendel (dwendel@thenalc.org)

The Fifth Week of Lent
God of all glory and might, You grant new life through Your Son, Jesus,
who gave His life for all who trust in Him.
Help us, as followers of Christ, to keep His Word and to live according to His holy will.
May we be willing to risk scorn, rejection, suffering and trials for the sake of the Gospel message,
trusting that we will never be alone, but that our lives are securely in Your hands.
May we reach out with Your love to the ends of the earth,
giving our very best in service to the lost, alone and in need.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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April 3, 2022 | The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253
Exodus 3:16-4:12; Romans 12:1-21; John 8:46-59; Psalms 84 & 150 (AM); Psalms 42 & 32 (PM)
8:46

Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever
belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 48 The
Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?” 49 “I am not
possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50 I am not seeking glory
for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word
will never see death.” 52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham
died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53 Are you
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?” 54 Jesus
replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one
who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like
you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my
day; he saw it and was glad.” 57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen
Abraham!” 58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they
picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
– John 8:46-59 NIV

y
Dear friends, greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus as we draw one week closer to remembering the
events of our Lord’s final days leading to his death on the cross. Today’s text is one in which Jesus speaks
of His person and His work; who He was, as the only Son of God, and what He came into this world to
do, to give His life so that we might have ours. It is also a passage that challenges us in our faith and calls
us to offer a clear and a compelling witness to our Lord and to a living faith in Him.
As we consider the person of Jesus and the work He came into this world to accomplish, it does not take
long before we realize that there is no neutral ground when it comes to the claims and the work of Christ.
“Before Abraham was, I am.” In making that statement, Jesus was claiming to be God. He was placing
Himself on the same level as the Father. Different in His person, but one eternally with God. Unique in
what He was sent to do, but with the Father from the beginning of time, long before Abraham was even
born.
The same was true about His work. He healed the sick. He raised the dead. He cast out demons. He taught
with authority. And in His teaching, he made several “I Am” statements about himself. Seven times in
John’s Gospel we find Jesus making statements about His divinity. Countless times we find Jesus doing
works that only God could do.
In the temple that day, Jesus made some incredible claims. The Jews who were there had to decide.
Unfortunately, they failed to see it. As a result, they ultimately condemned Him and nailed Him to a cross.
The same decision is set before us today. The person and the works of Christ continue to demand a decision,
as well as a response. He still asks, “If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?” His claim is still there.
“I and the Father are one.” And He still promises, “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”
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Let us not be half-hearted in our response. Let us, as it has been often said, to “name the name and claim
the claim.” Jesus is God. He came into this world to save. And He did it and He still does it, as people are
drawn to Him in faith.
Ours is no religion in general. It is specific and it is centered in Jesus. As Peter put it, “There is salvation in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men, by which we must be saved” (Acts
4:12). Paul said the same thing in his letter to the Philippians. “God has highly exalted him and bestowed
on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11).
So let us be bold in naming the Name. Name it for ourselves and name it for others. Do not be hesitant or
afraid to speak the name of Christ. And let us claim the claim. He gave his life for us. On the cross, he
claimed us as His own. There is no neutral ground when it comes to Jesus. There is no middle ground when
it comes to the person and work of Christ. It is now our calling to claim Him as our Lord and proclaim
Him to the world as our Savior, and theirs.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son into this world to save us from our sin, and by saving us from
our sin, You have called us to a living faith in Him. Help us to be bold in our witness and certain in our
faith, that through us, others might come to believe. As we consider the sacrifice Jesus made for us, help us
to live sacrificially for Him. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Selbo (dselbo@thenalc.org)
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April 4, 2022 | Monday of the Week of Lent V
Martin Luther King, Jr., Renewer of Society, 1968
Benedict the African, Friar, 1589
Exodus 4:10-31; 1 Corinthians 14:1-19; Mark 9:30-41; Psalms 119:73-80 & 145 (AM); Psalms 121 & 6 (PM)
4:10

But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have
spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then the LORD said to him, “Who has
made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now
therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my
Lord, please send someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and he said,
“Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to
meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the words
in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 16 He
shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him. 17 And take
in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs.”
– Exodus 4:10-17

y
Perhaps you’re familiar with the song “Pride: In the Name of Love” by the Irish band U2 that lifts up the
work and witness of Martin Luther King Jr. One of the verses goes like this:
Early morning, April four / A shot rings out in the Memphis sky
Free at last, they took your life / They could not take your pride
In the name of love / What more in the name of love?
(“Pride: In the Name of Love”, U2, released in 1988)
Martin Luther King Jr. was shot and killed in Memphis, Tennessee, just five months before I was born.
Our lives didn’t overlap at all, and yet his theology of the Beloved Community has impacted me and millions
of others who desire that color lines in this country and around the world would cease, and that a new reality
in Jesus Christ, one of mutual love, care, and friendship, would be the norm for our broken society.
It was a tumultuous time, to be sure. The Vietnam War continued to rage on, people were protesting in
the streets calling for the U.S. to pull out, and young men continued to be drafted to serve in the horrific
conflict. In the South, segregation was being challenged, African Americans were rallying together to speak
out against unjust Jim Crow laws. Rosa Parks, tired from the day’s work, refused to sit in the back of the
bus and found herself in jail. This spurred on the Civil Rights Movement that landed Dr. King front and
center of the media — speaking truth to power, speaking truth in love, and insisting on nonviolence in the
face of violence.
God gave the preacher from Georgia the ability to captivate his hearers with a bold rhetoric that touched
hearts and spurred disciples of Christ to do something and not just sit still and watch the world go by.
Unlike Moses, Martin Luther King did not need an Aaron to do his speaking for him, yet there is no doubt
that God supplied the words. Just as Moses was sent to Pharaoh with a demand for the Egyptian king to
let God’s people go, so Dr. King vocalized a dream for all people to be truly free, black and white and every
shade in between. He proclaimed that all people would be judged — not by the color of their skin, but by
the content of their character.
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On the night before he was assassinated, he preached a powerful sermon drawing on the experience of
Moses and the Israelites. The sanitation workers in Memphis were on strike after two African American
workers were crushed by a garbage truck that was known to be malfunctioning. The African American
laborers were sick and tired of being mistreated by the city officials, so 1300 men went on strike, demanding
a decent wage, increased safety standards and to be treated with dignity. Many of the workers couldn’t live
on what they were paid and had to apply for food stamps to feed their families even as they worked long
hours but received no overtime pay. At a rally to support the strikers, Dr. King was persuaded to speak. It
was in this last speech that he shouted in an uncanny foreshadowing of his demise, “We’ve got some difficult
days ahead … But it really doesn’t matter with me now because I’ve been to the mountaintop … I’ve seen
the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people,
will get to the Promised Land.”
Friends, we never know when God might require us to speak. We still live in a world where humanity is
yearning for the Promised Land. We may be fearful of stumbling on our words, or not having the right
words to say. We may be like Moses, nervous about opening our mouths, but just as God promised Moses
that He would provide the words through his brother Aaron, God promises us that he will give us the
words when we need them. Our faith teaches us that we cannot be silent in the face of evil. We simply need
to trust that God will take over — even in our speech — when necessary. We probably won’t ever have a
following like Dr. King. We likely won’t be called upon to speak to thousands of people at a time, but God
will use us to speak his holy Word to the hurt, the lost, the lonely, the sick, and the faithful alike, when he
sees fit.
Prayer: Holy God, You are the source of all mercy and life. You spoke the world into existence, and You
continue to speak to us today through Your Word, through your servants, and through faithful pastors like
Dr. King who spoke the truth of Your love. Give us courage and strength to know when to speak and when
to be silent. Raise up people, young and old, to be willing and able to speak of Christ’s love to the world.
Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Amy C. Little (alittle@thenalc.org)
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April 5, 2022 | Tuesday of the Week of Lent V
Exodus 5:1-6:1; 1 Corinthians 14:20-33a, 39-40; Mark 9:42-50; Psalms 34 & 146 (AM); Psalms 25 & 91 (PM)
91:1

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 He shall
say to the LORD, “You are my refuge and my stronghold, my God in whom I put my trust.” 3 He shall
deliver you from the snare of the hunter and from the deadly pestilence. 4 He shall cover you with his
pinions, and you shall find refuge under his wings; his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler. 5 You shall
not be afraid of any terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by day; 6 of the plague that stalks in the
darkness, nor of the sickness that lays waste at midday. 7 A thousand shall fall at your side and ten thousand
at your right hand, but it shall not come near you. 8 Your eyes have only to behold to see the reward of the
wicked. 9 Because you have made the LORD your refuge, and the Most High your habitation, 10 there shall
no evil happen to you, neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. 11 For he shall give his angels
charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 12 They shall bear you in their hands, lest you dash your foot
against a stone. 13 You shall tread upon the lion and the adder; you shall trample the young lion and the
serpent under your feet. 14 Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver him; I will protect him,
because he knows my name. 15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; I am with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 16 With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation.
– Psalm 91 LBW

y
Today in the Lenten season we have walked 34 days together, and we are nearing the end of our 46-day
journey (including Sundays). I wonder what it would have been like for Jesus on day 34, nearly completing
His trials and temptations from the devil. While it is certain that Jesus knew most, if not all, of the psalms
we have walked through thus far in our Lenten journey, Psalm 91 is one that was particularly relevant during
His 40 days in the desert.
During this time, the devil tempted Jesus three times as recorded in the gospels (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke
4:1-13). During one temptation, the devil brought Jesus to the top of the temple in Jerusalem and told Him
to jump off. It is Satan who quotes Psalm 91, reminding Jesus: “‘He will command his angels concerning
you, to guard you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone’”
(Psalm 91:11-12; Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:10-11). How alarmingly bewildering and unnerving it is that the
devil knows the Scriptures! And yet, Satan is the deceiver — the tempter! Just when his words seem too
good to be true, they are. As Jesus proves by His victorious resistance, He is the eternal Word, who knows
the Scriptures because He spoke them!
Often, the devil deceives by failing to reveal the whole Truth. Immediately following Satan’s quote from
Psalm 91, there is a powerful prophetic declaration he conveniently left out: “You shall tread upon the lion
and the adder; you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet. Because he is bound to me
in love, therefore will I deliver him; I will protect him, because he knows my name. He shall call upon me,
and I will answer him; I am with him in trouble; I will rescue him and bring him to honor” (vv. 13-15).
Christ defeats the serpent every time!
Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, when tempted by the devil, you remained true to your Father, who commanded
his angels to watch over you. Guard your Church from the plague of sin, so that we may remain faithful to
you until the day when we enjoy the fullness of your salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).

60

Devotion written by the Rev. Andrew S. Ames Fuller (aamesfuller@thenalc.org)

Wednesday of the Week of Lent V | April 6, 2022
Albrecht Dürer, Painter, 1528; Lucas Cranach the Elder, Painter, 1553; Matthäus Grünewald, Painter, 1528;
Michelangelo Buonarroti, Artist, 1564
Exodus 7:8-24; 2 Corinthians 2:14-3:6; Mark 10:1-16; Psalms 5 & 147:1-12 (AM); Psalms 27 & 51 (PM)
10:13

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked
them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will
not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his
arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.
– Mark 10:13-16 NIV

y
In this powerful and memorable Scripture, we see a very important story. Parents were bringing their
children to Jesus, but the disciples rebuked them for bringing children to Jesus. It is interesting to visualize
who is getting in between those precious children and Jesus Christ. I’m sure the disciples were not trying
to abuse or mistreat those parents and their children. However, they are trying to prioritize the mission and
ministry of Jesus in such a way that there were more important things to do than dealing with little children.
It was a matter of prioritization for them.
As far as the New Testament is concerned, there is not a more a critical and salient priority than the mission
and ministry of Jesus, dealing with little children. Today let us challenge ourselves and look through all the
programs that are being run in our churches and to look at our budget structure in our churches. As we do
those reviews let us look at the level of attention that is being given to children’s ministry. That will tell us
if children and youth are our priority or not.
This Scripture text is not written just as a critical record on how the disciples mishandled children, but it is
written so that it can be a constant reminder and a constant challenge to the mission and ministry that we
do today. Jesus openly, boldly and clearly declared by saying, “Let the little children come to me, do not
hinder them.” Based on that Word today, are we enhancing or hindering the connection between Jesus and
our children? The reason so many churches are dying, and a wide range of cultures are losing Christianity
is because of lack of focus on this generational ministry. Today, let’s take this Scripture as a reminder to
reorganize our priorities and let the children come to Jesus.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we give You thanks for this reminder about the next generation, especially for our
children and grandchildren. Please help us to remember that it is our responsibility to make this a priority
and bring children to Jesus. We sometimes unknowingly become a hindrance by either delaying or
distracting the relationship between Jesus and children. Today, we confess our shortcomings and ask for
constant help and guidance of the Holy Spirit to rectify this priority — to bring this mission and ministry
to the children and you; and to recognize it as one of the most important areas of our mission. We pray this
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba (gbuba@thenalc.org)
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April 7, 2022 | Thursday of the Week of Lent V
Exodus 7:25-8:19; 2 Corinthians 3:7-18; Mark 10:17-31; Psalms 40:1-11 & 147:13-21(AM); Psalms 126 & 102 (PM)
10:17

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No
one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery,
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ “ 20 And he said
to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said
to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great
possessions. 23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said
to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were
exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With
man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him,
“See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has
left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel,
30
who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and
children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be
last, and the last first.”
– Mark 10:17-31

y
“What is wealth? How is it measured today? Is it possession, money, status, influence, having stuff, lots of
stuff? The rich young man was confronted by the Lord to consider what true wealth consisted of in his
encounter with the Carpenter’s Son. The rich young man likely inherited much and had gained much in
his dealings and so had accumulated much. Jesus had come from heaven and was born of a woman in a
carpenter’s household surrounded by love. To have worldly wealth is not a sin, but what is expected from
us when we have much? Micah 6:8 says, “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
What does our lives look like when they are marinated in wealth? Is justice done, kindness lived out, and
humility given as a description of our character? Of course, wealth is a wonderful gift that can do wonderful
things in service to the kingdom of God. The question remains, do those having wealth do so? 1 Corinthians
13 eloquent words describes what love looks like. Love does kindness, patience, does not do arrogance or
rudeness, does not insist on its own way and rejoices with the right and so on. Can we substitute our name
in place of the word “love?” What would that image look like if we were honest with ourselves? The rich
young man was asked to give up everything and give it to the poor as for him, it was his wealth that stood
in the way of loving God and neighbour completely. What is it that we must give up in order to love
authentically? I would add not sincerely, for we can be sincerely wrong, but authentically as a disciple of
Jesus, living according to the Word of Life.
Living accordingly, we find ourselves part of a larger family, brothers and sisters from around the world,
throughout time past and future, and all around us. The world would have us believe that in giving up the
values of this present age, we impoverish ourselves. In reality, we gain everything in Jesus Christ and the
kingdom of heaven.
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Prayer: Father in heaven, we thank You and praise You for Your love. Give us strength to resist the allure
of wealth immune to humility and generosity. Teach us to use what we have in service to the kingdom of
heaven as we love others the way Jesus loved us. Make us good stewards of the many gifts You have so
generously given. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Phillip E. Gagnon STS (pgagnon@thenalc.org)
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April 8, 2022 | Friday of the Week of Lent V
William Augustus Muhlenberg, Priest, 1877
Exodus 9:13-35; 2 Corinthians 4:1-12; Mark 10:32-45; Psalms 22 & 148 (AM); Psalms 105 & 130 (PM)
10:32

And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were
amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was
to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over
to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles.
34
And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”
– Mark 10:32-34

y
You can tell a lot about a person by paying attention to their body language. For example, if you’re in a
discussion with someone who keeps looking at his watch and yawning you can be certain that the person is
not engaged. However, if someone is leaning forward, attentively listening and offering feedback; they are
engaged.
Look at the body language of Jesus in our Gospel reading. Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, we are
specifically told that he was “walking ahead” of His disciples. This signifies that He is fully engaged in His
mission. He was leading them. There was no turning back.
This group of disciples that followed included more than the Twelve. There was a crowd of disciples, and
they were amazed and frightened by Jesus’ body language. Did He realize that He was walking into a trap?
It was dangerous for Him to go “up” to Jerusalem. He was a man with enemies. But He was a man on a
mission. A divinely inspired mission that led to the cross.
Martin Luther drew a clear and profoundly important distinction between a “theology of the cross” and a
“theology of glory.” The later teaches people to believe that doing God’s will, trusting God’s plan, leads us
to glory here and hereafter. This theology is particularly evident in the many forms of the prosperity gospel.
James and John may have been the first spokesmen for the prosperity gospel. Evidently, they thought that
following Jesus is about getting the best seats in heaven — and on earth.
The truth is that the path of obedience always means a cross. Think of it like this. Nothing truly good,
nothing truly faithful, nothing really Christian can be done without suffering or self-denial. As Christian
people we recognize that our vocation, our calling, includes a cross. It is inescapable. To paraphrase one
theologian, “Jesus did not bear the cross instead of us, but he bore it ahead of us.” He showed us the way of
life.
All of you reading this, or listening to this, are bearing a cross. I don’t just mean that you have hardships
and suffering which are the common lot of humanity. I mean that you are choosing to do the hard thing,
the right thing, in obedience to your calling as a follower of Christ Jesus. We do this individually, but we
do not do it alone. The Church is a community of those who are called to follow Jesus. As we do so together
we are also called to, “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).
The NALS places the theology of the cross at the center of theological education and formation of future
pastors and Church leaders. We are training a generation of leaders who understand the cost of discipleship
and who can lead congregations to be communities in which together we “bear one another’s burdens and
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so fulfill the law of Christ.” This is the body language of the Church of Christ. A community of Christ’s
imperfect followers who love and help others bear the cross.
Prayer: “Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he might draw the
whole world to himself. Grant that we who glory in his death for our salvation may also glory in his call to
take up our cross and follow him; through you Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Eric M. Riesen (eriesen@thenals.org)
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April 9, 2022 | Saturday of the Week of Lent V
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Teacher, Martyr, 1945
Exodus 10:21-11:8; 2 Corinthians 4:13-18; Mark 10:46-52; Psalms 43 & 149 (AM); Psalms 31 & 143 (PM)
10:46

And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd,
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And many
rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
49
And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get
up; he is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to
him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my
sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered
his sight and followed him on the way.
– Mark 10:46-52

y
Today we commemorate Lutheran pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was part of the plot to overthrow
Adolf Hitler and was subsequently arrested, imprisoned and finally hanged, on April 9, 1945 in Flossenburg
concentration camp, days before the American liberation of the camp. It seems Hitler wanted to show no
mercy to those who sought his demise, so he had them executed before he committed suicide. A tragic and
untimely end to a faithful pastor and servant of the people of God, Pastor Bonhoeffer. And yet, his last
words were, “This is the end — for me, the beginning of life.”
While imprisoned, Bonhoeffer recorded many of his thoughts, while communicating with friends and
family, writing poetry and essays. In one, he wrote, “May God in His mercy lead us through these times;
but above all, may He lead us to Himself.” That could be our prayer — not only that God show us mercy,
through His Son, but even more, that His mercy leads us to Him.
The blind man, Bartimaeus, sitting by the roadside heard that Jesus was passing by. He cried out not once,
but twice, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” He placed complete faith, trust and hope in this Jesus.
And Jesus heard his faithful plea and mercifully, restored Bartimaeus’ sight. And Bartimaeus followed Jesus
on the way.
Martin Luther, among his disputations on Romans 3:28 wrote:
“True faith says: I do indeed believe that the Son of God suffered and rose again; but He did all this
for me, for my sins. Of this I am sure. For He died for the sins of the whole world; but it is very certain
that I am a part of the world. Therefore it is very certain that He died also for my sins.”
With Bartimaeus and Bonhoeffer, we cry out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on ME!” Though we believe
that this Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, by faith, we trust that He died also for my sins, in mercy
and love. Our prayer is that God will not only lead us through difficult times of trial and struggle, but that
ultimately, we are led to God Himself!
Prayer: Lord Jesus, Son of God and Son of man, have mercy on me, a sinner. Through Your death and
resurrection, strengthen and renew my faith and lead me to my Father God. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. David M. Wendel (dwendel@thenalc.org)

Holy Week
Most gracious Father, You know the deepest needs and desires of our hearts.
It is our desire to walk with Jesus in faithfulness, and yet when life gets rough, we often fail.
Help us to run this race of faith with perseverance, clinging to Your strength rather than relying on our own.
This week, may we refrain from all the busyness and slow down
so we can hear Your voice amidst the clatter that is all around us.
Help us to dwell in silence so that it is only Your Word we hear.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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April 10, 2022 | Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, Renewer of the Church, 1557; William Law, Priest, 1761
Zechariah 12:9-11; 13:1, 7-9; 1 Timothy 6:12-16; Luke 19:41-48; Psalms 84 & 150 (AM); Psalms 42 & 32 (PM)
19:41

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you, had only
known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come
upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on
every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave
one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 45 When Jesus
entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who were selling. 46 “It is written,” he said to them,
“‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” 47 Every day he was teaching
at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to
kill him. 48 Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words.
– Luke 19:41-48 NIV

y
Dear friends, greetings on this day we know as Palm Sunday, the beginning of the final week of our Lord’s
life. The events of this final week are ones in which all of our hopes rest, all of our Christian faith is placed,
and to which all of the scriptural witness points. And not so much the events themselves, but the one in
whom they happened and the one through whom God worked to save.
The passage we read comes on the heels of our Lord’s ride into Jerusalem. Near the place where the road
goes down the Mount of Olives, the people waved branches and hailed Jesus as their King. It was a glorious
day when our Lord was greeted with the cries of “Hosanna!” Nothing could have been more fitting for this
One would soon give His life for the sins and the sake of all people. At the same time, it was a day in which
our Lord wept, knowing that those in Jerusalem who had hailed Him as King, would only a few short days
later be calling for His death.
Looking back on history, it is somewhat easier for us to see what was happening that week and what was
at stake. We know the story of Jesus’ death. We know how he was crucified between two criminals as he
hung on the cross and gave his life. We also know what happened three days later when he was raised from
the dead, as well as the history that has played out in the formation and growth of the Church.
Our Lord’s death and resurrection were, as the apostle Paul declares, “…the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:20-22).
On this side of the story, we know how it all played out. On that side of the story, before any of it had
happened, the people did not know. Jesus said, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the
things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.” As a result of the people not seeing
and knowing, Luke tells us that “When Jesus drew near and saw the city, he wept.”
Is it not fitting that our Lord would weep for His people? Is it not fitting that our Lord continues to weep
over those whose eyes remain blind? Two thousand years of history have come and gone. If the events of
that final week never happened, the story and life of Christ would be a footnote in the annuls of history at
best. The reality is that they did happen, and the Church continues to grow. And it grows because of what
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happened that final week on a cross for you and for me. God gave His Son so we could live. Jesus offered
His life so our lives could be saved. And they were and they are, and they will always and forever be because
of Christ.
As we enter this most Holy Week and as we remember the events that happened that led to our Lord’s
death, let us not be blind to what took place and to what it means for us. It is the culmination of the
scriptural witness. It is the saving and redeeming work of God. It is where we place our hope and our trust,
and it is where we find our peace. And just like the events of that final week, our hope and our peace and
our trust are not in the events, but in the one in whom they happened and the one through whom God
worked to save, His only Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Prayer: Almighty God, as we enter this most Holy Week, we come confessing our sin and the part we
played in nailing Jesus to the cross. We also come offering our praise and our thanks for the saving work
You did for us in Him. Help us to not be blind to what happened and to its meaning for our lives, that our
clear vision of Jesus and God’s saving plan might be shared through us to others, and that the legacy of faith
we have received might be passed on to eternity. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Selbo (dselbo@thenalc.org)
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April 11, 2022 | Monday in Holy Week
George Augustus Selwyn, Bishop of New Zealand and of Lichfield, 1878
Lamentations 1:1-2, 6-12; 2 Corinthians 1:1-7; Mark 11:12-25; Psalms 119:73-80 & 145 (AM); Psalms 121 & 6 (PM)
11:15

And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and
those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those
who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was
teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the
nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”
– Mark 11:15-17

y
As Jesus makes His way into the holy city, Jerusalem, things really begin to heat up for Him. The crowds
have just praised Him as he rode into town on a colt. One moment they are singing “hosannas” and exalting
Him as the Davidic Messiah and then next moment their response to his cursing of the fig tree — which
represented the unfaithfulness of Israel — and his righteous anger in the temple, causes them to turn on
Him.
How quickly we human beings turn from adulation of another to scorn. We are a fickle people! At any hint
of judgment against us we straighten our spine, pull back our shoulders, put our hand out and cry, “Not
today buddy! You don’t get to judge me!” The problem with that posture is that more often than not, we
need to hear where we’ve fallen short of God’s Holy will for us. It cannot be ignored if we truly desire to
follow Jesus as servants of the most high God. The first step to the restoration of our relationships with
God and our neighbors is repentance. Then and only then will we receive the words of forgiveness granted
to us by our loving and merciful Lord.
As Jesus entered the temple what He found was a cadre of merchants selling animals, presumably for the
pilgrims coming to Jerusalem for the Passover feast and worship. These animals were purchased and given
as offerings. It was rather handy, especially for those traveling long distances to get to the temple. The
problem was that the merchants were taking advantage of the people. They set up shop in the holiest of
places to exchange Roman money for temple money, a special currency created to be used to pay the temple
tax and to buy animals for sacrifice. The courtyard had become a stockyard with sheep, cattle and doves for
purchase. Can you imagine the chaos?
Jesus enters the place and topples over the tables and chastises the merchants saying, “You’ve made my
Father’s house into a den of robbers!” The Greek word used here for robbers is lestes/λῃστής (sounds like
lay-stays) and it can be translated as thief or criminal. He goes on to proclaim that His Father’s house is to
be a house of prayer! The misuse of the temple is a grievous offense against God, and Jesus’ condemnation
aggravated the chief priests and temple authorities. Just a few days later, as we all know, Jesus would find
Himself nailed to a cross like a common criminal, positioned between two thieves to die.
This story reminds us of where our attention, adoration, and proper worship is to be directed — towards
our Lord Jesus Christ. There are so many places we end up putting our efforts into, but none of them are
life giving in the way that Christ gives life. Our buildings we worship in cannot save us. Our associations
with clubs, committees, and even charities, as wonderful as they are, cannot grant us life eternal. When
anything at all comes before God in our lives, there we find we’ve made an idol. There we are thieves and
robbers, taking what properly belongs to God and giving it to someone or something else.
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Friends, as we make the journey with Jesus this week to the cross, may our hearts, hands, minds, and wallets
all be in submission to our Lord Jesus Christ who calls us to be His temple in the world — spiritual houses
made of living stone by Him and for His purposes (1 Peter 2:5).
Prayer: Saving God, You have called each of us to a life of faithfulness. Grant that we would not be tempted
to put attention elsewhere but would daily focus on Your love and Your Word of life, Jesus Christ. Bless
our bishop and grant him all he needs to continue to lead Your Holy Church in discipleship, mission, and
a deeper faith. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Amy C. Little (alittle@thenalc.org)
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April 12, 2022 | Tuesday in Holy Week
Lamentations 1:17-22; 2 Corinthians 1:8-22; Mark 11:27-33; Psalms 34 & 146 (AM); Psalms 25 & 91 (PM)
12:20

And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes
and the elders came to him, 28 and they said to him, “By what authority are you doing these things, or who
gave you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I
will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man?
Answer me.” 31 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were afraid of the people, for they
all held that John really was a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”
– Mark 11:27-33

y
Following Jesus’ cursing of the fig tree and clearing of the Temple on Monday, He stayed with His friends
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in their home in Bethany. After rising on Tuesday morning, Jesus and His
disciples returned to Jerusalem. They passed the withered fig tree on their way, and Jesus spoke to His
companions about the importance of faith. Back at the Temple, religious leaders were upset at Jesus for
establishing Himself as a spiritual authority. They organized an ambush with the intent to place Him under
arrest; after all, He had just thrown merchants out of the Temple the day before! But Jesus evaded their
traps — particularly this passage about the Baptism of John above — and pronounced harsh judgment on
them, saying: “You blind guides!...For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful,
but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to
others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness....Serpents! Broods of vipers! how are you to
escape being sentenced to hell?” (Matthew 23:24-33).
Later that afternoon, Jesus left the city and went with His disciples to the Mount of Olives, which sits due
east of the Temple and overlooks Jerusalem. Here Jesus gave the Olivet Discourse, an elaborate prophecy
about the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the age. He spoke, as usual, in parables, using symbolic
language about the end times events, including His Second Coming and the final judgment. Scripture
indicates that this Tuesday was also the day Judas Iscariot negotiated with the Sanhedrin, the rabbinical
court of ancient Israel, to betray Jesus (Matthew 26:14-16). After a tiring day of confrontation and warnings
about the future, once again, Jesus and the disciples returned to Bethany to stay the night. The tumultuous
events of Tuesday and the Olivet Discourse are recorded in Matthew 21:23–24:51, Mark 11:20–13:37,
Luke 20:1–21:36, and John 12:20–38. At the end of the day, Jesus and His disciples returned to Bethany
to rest and prepare for the Passover.
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you. Grant that our love may not grow cold in your service,
and that we may not fail or deny you in the hour of trial. Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).
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Devotion written by the Rev. Andrew S. Ames Fuller (aamesfuller@thenalc.org)

Wednesday in Holy Week | April 13, 2022
Lamentations 2:1-9; 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:11; Mark 12:1-11; Psalms 5 & 147:1-12 (AM); Psalms 27 & 51 (PM)
12:6

“He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.’ 7 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will
be ours.’ 8 So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 “What then will the owner
of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Haven’t you read
this passage of Scripture: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 11 the Lord has done
this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”
– Mark 12:6-11 NIV

y
Mark 12:1-11 is one of those extremely famous and memorable texts in the Scripture. It talks about God’s
consistent effort and work for the salvation of humanity. There were many who were sent by God to bring
us the Word of God and to call us back into repentance and redemption. However, almost all those efforts
were not received well by the recipients of those messages. Most of those who came in the form of priests,
kings, prophets or messengers of God were abused, attacked, disrespected and in most cases killed.
After thousands of years, messengers and other ways of sending God’s message to human beings — Jesus
came into the world. Jesus came as the last of all options. That’s why we openly and boldly declare that
Jesus is the only way unto salvation. This is a radically genuine Word, thus there is no way of redacting or
editing or improving this statement to make it politically correct.
In the name of tolerance and inclusivity or in the name of cultural and religious diversity there are times
when people are trying to diminish the role and stature of Jesus Christ. Jesus is not one of many! He is the
only way; He is the only one and He is the last one. There is no other way! Political correctness or some
form of mellow inclusivity is not going to work in this equation. This is not something to play with. On
this statement human salvation and human eternity is hanging.
That’s why in the Gospel of Mark it is clearly stated that Jesus Christ is the last of all messengers and
messages that God sent. As believing and confessing Christians, we must bring this statement to the
forefront of our missional approach to the world. Jesus is the only way unto salvation, therefore anyone who
wants to come to the Father cannot come through any other way, other than His only Son, Jesus Christ.
As Christians, knowing this and making this known, is the single most important mission.
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, we give You thanks for revealing this truth to us. Please help us to boldly
believe and confess that Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation. Please forgive us for not being bold enough
to declare this truth to the world. From now on, we surrender to the will and power of the Holy Spirit to
work in U.S. and through us in declaring the Good News of salvation to the world. In the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba (gbuba@thenalc.org)
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April 14, 2022 | Maundy Thursday
Lamentations 2:10-18; 1 Corinthians 10:14-17; 11:27-32; Mark 14:12-25;
Psalms 27 & 147:13-21 (AM); Psalms 126 & 102 (PM)
10:14

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I
say. 16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we
break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are
one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
– 1 Corinthians 10:14-17
11:27

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks
judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged
ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that
we may not be condemned along with the world.
– 1 Corinthians 11:27-32

y
“Flee from idolatry.” Idolatry certainly doesn’t appear only as large statues with many prostrating themselves
before them or offering all sorts of things to them. It can be ideologies or philosophies, authorities and
principalities, pride of place or influence tenaciously clung to and served in these days we live in. Truly,
idolatry is not only the piece of wood saved from the fire and carved by our own hand to bow down to
(Isaiah 44:9-20), but of lifting up as god, a way of life or beliefs that are contrary to God and turning the
pages/words of Scripture into optional things at best or wastepaper at worst in our lives. Romans chapter 1
illustrates how idolatry turns creation inside out and upside down in our lives with each other and then we
wonder why things are rather chaotic in society and culture?
“Flee from idolatry.” Idolatry sets up the carver of the wood into a god — the extoller of falsehoods and the
doer of these same lies into gods, as idols themselves. In the end, they set themselves up as judge over God
and exchange their words for God’s Word, thereby having nothing in common with Him. One cannot eat
at the table of the Lord and of idolatry. What are we to be fed by, if not the Bread of Life and the wine of
God’s love in His Son the very Word of Life? As we contemplate our life in Christ we think of these things,
ways of being, words we may have adopted as our own subconsciously or carelessly, being fed by them rather
than the Word. And so, our need to feast upon Jesus, to be fed by His love and healed by His wine poured
over our wounds and forgiven for our sins. The table of idolatry offers nothing but death, lies and emptiness.
Is it any wonder Paul warns us to stay away from idolatry?
Prayer: Dear Lord, Father in heaven, give us of Your Spirit that we may remain faithful in these times of
falsehoods and obfuscation, that we may feast at the table of Your Son, rather than the smorgasbord of the
father of lies. Train Your disciples to listen for Your holy will and to walk in faith. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Phillip E. Gagnon STS (pgagnon@thenalc.org)

Good Friday | April 15, 2022
Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-33; 1 Peter 1:10-20; John 19:38-42; Psalms 22 & 148 (AM); Psalms 105 & 130 (PM)
19:38

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews,
asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So, he came and
took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture
of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it
in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the
Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.
– John 19:38-42

y
Every ending has a beginning. The Gospels begin the story at different times. Matthew and Luke begin
with the birth of Jesus. Mark begins with the baptism of Jesus. John, however, begins much much further
back: “In the beginning was the Word [logos/λόγος] and the Word was with God and the Word was
God…and the Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:1). Before the Universe was created maybe
14 billion years ago; before there was time and space; there was the eternal Word (logos) with God. Logos is
a concept that the Gospel writer John borrows from Greek philosophy. The logos is the logic of the Universe.
It includes everything that makes the Universe both beautiful and understandable. The logos encompasses
morals and mathematics, life and logic, wisdom and wonder. There’s no one word that adequately translates
logos. However, Christians understand logos through the person and work of Jesus Christ. The eternal Logos
is incarnate in His life, death and Resurrection. His life was aligned with the logos. Think of it like a song.
Love, compassion, wisdom and grace harmonize with the divine logos. This is what we see in Jesus.
Today, this is a very counter cultural claim. Our culture tends to support the idea that every individual has
his/her own truth. What’s true for me may not be true for you. There’s no universal truth that applies to
everyone. Pilate’s question to Jesus earlier in John 18 is a case-in-point. Jesus says to Pilate, “Everyone who
is of the truth listens to my voice. Pilate responds, “What is truth?” This was a dodge. A way to avoid the
obvious truth. There are some things that you can’t not know. You can’t not know that love is better than
apathy, compassion better than cruelty, life is better than death. Jesus embodied the truth of the eternal
logos. Pilate either couldn’t or wouldn’t see it.
On this Good Friday we reflect on the crucifixion of Jesus. Let’s take time to reflect on His cross. He was
murdered for living and speaking the truth in a world that is often governed by lies. His body was buried,
but it was so full of truth, so infused with the logos, that God raised him bodily.
The North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) is dedicated to forming pastors and congregational
leaders who embody and speak the truth. Formation in the truth of God does not happen quickly or easily.
We are not a diploma mill which simply confers degrees. Rather, our purpose is formation. We’re forming
leaders who passionately pursue the truth which was incarnate, made flesh, in the life, death, and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, you caried our sins in your own body on the tree so that we might have life. May we
and all who remember this day find new life in you now and in the world to come, where you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and, forever. Amen” (Lutheran Book of Worship).

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Eric M. Riesen (eriesen@thenalc.org)
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April 16, 2022 | Holy Saturday
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD: VIGIL OF EASTER
Lamentations 3:37-58; Hebrews 4:1-16; Romans 8:1-11; Psalms 43 & 149 (AM); Psalms 23 & 114 (PM)
8:1

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of
life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed,
it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
– Romans 8:1-11

y
Holy Saturday. The liturgical year provides us with a walk through the life of Christ to remind us of the
great and terrible and wonderful events in His life and the history of our salvation. How unfortunate so
many fail to understand the Church’s liturgical calendar, as well as the meaning of the Sunday liturgy, which
itself brings the life of Jesus to our hearts and minds each week.
What is the purpose of Holy Saturday? It is something of a “time between times.” It is as if everything
pauses in Holy Week. It is not Maundy Thursday or Good Friday, with all the activity and betrayal leading
to Christ’s crucifixion, death and burial. It is also not Easter Sunday, full of joy and celebration, as we run
to the tomb and find that Jesus is risen! Risen, indeed. Holy Saturday is a different day in the calendar of
the church year. It is the day when Jesus lay lifeless in the tomb, wrapped in burial cloths. It is not a day for
raucous activity or just “going about one’s business.” It is a day for quiet, if possible, and for meditation. It
is a day for pondering the great mystery of the suffering and death of Jesus for our sake — for your sins and
mine.
Martin Luther wrote, “The whole value of the meditation of the suffering of Christ lies in this, that man
should come to the knowledge of himself and sink and tremble….But if one does meditate rightly on the
suffering of Christ for a day, an hour, or even a quarter of an hour, this we may confidently say is better
than a whole year of fasting or psalm singing…because this reflection changes us wholly and makes us new,
as once we were reborn in baptism” (from Martin Luther’s Easter Book, p. 69).
It would be easy for our meditation on Holy Saturday to lead us to guilt and despair, were it not, as St. Paul
writes, that “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Let us then
meditate and think on this, that we may be made new!
Prayer: Lord Jesus, through your suffering, death and resurrection, renew and enliven me. Amen.
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Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. David M. Wendel (dwendel@thenalc.org)

The Season of Easter
God of life and light, we rejoice this day of Your promise of being made new.
The stone is rolled away, the tomb is empty, and Jesus is alive!
Grant that we may live every day as if it’s the day of resurrection —
without fear, without regret, but with open hearts and joyful minds.
He is risen! Sin and death cannot hold us captive!
We bless You and praise You, O Lord, for Your mighty works. We praise the holy name of Jesus. Amen.
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April 17, 2022 | Easter Sunday
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
Isaiah 51:9-11; John 1:1-18; John 20:19-23; Psalms 93 & 150 (AM); Psalms 136 & 117 (PM)
20:19

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked
for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he
said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven;
if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
– John 20:19-23 NIV

y
Dear friends, greetings today in the name of risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! What a wonderful day
this is as we remember and celebrate, with Christians throughout the world, the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus! After three days in the grave and after paying the full price for our sin, God raised Jesus from the
dead and, in so doing, gave to us the promise of life eternal in him.
The celebration of Easter is not one limited to this day. We celebrate our Lord’s resurrection every Sunday
in which we gather and every day in which we remember and are renewed in what was accomplished for us
in Him.
In the same way, the calling we have been given in the Church is one that is designed and meant to be lived
out every day. Through us together, we offer a united witness to Jesus. We share the faith. We have a
common and a unifying bond. We also hold to the same teachings and truth revealed to us in Scripture and
in the life, ministry, death and resurrection of our Lord.
The same is true of the calling each of us have been given in Christ. We are all called and commissioned to
speak his name and to witness to our faith. No matter who we are, what we do for a living, and what part
we play in the Church, we are each responsible for sharing our faith and for passing on the Good News of
Jesus to those who are part of our lives.
Today’s passage speaks to the calling and commission we share in Jesus. It comes on the evening of our
Lord’s resurrection. The truth and the implications of what happened earlier that day had not yet sunk in.
The disciples were afraid. John says they were gathered in a room with the doors locked. They had no idea
what to do, let alone what they were to believe.
In the midst of their fear, Jesus came and stood among them. We can only imagine what was going through
each of their minds and hearts. This One whom they had watched, only a few short days before, suffer and
die upon a cross, was now among them. John says, “He showed them his hands and his side…and they
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord!” We can only imagine how they must have felt.
And that’s when it happened. Jesus gave them His peace. He empowered them with the Holy Spirit. He
gave them the ability and the authority to forgive sins in His name. And He commissioned them, until the
day He was to return, to go into the world and tell others of the love God has for them eternally in Christ.
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So important is this commission that each of the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John each have
their own version of that same calling. The same is true in the Book of Acts, right before Jesus was to ascend
into heaven to be with His Father. He commissioned his disciples to teach. He called His disciples to
preach and to speak. And He told them to do this throughout the world until that day comes, known only
be the Father, when Jesus will return again.
That commission of our Lord given to the disciples is also one we share in the Church. Together as a body,
we witness to the faith that is ours in Jesus. And individually, in each of our lives, we share that faith through
our actions and our words. None of us are exempt. None of us are to be left out. The commission is for us,
and the calling is to each one, as is the assurance and the comfort and the peace that comes from knowing
we have been called and commissioned by the One who was raised from the dead.
As you celebrate Easter today, do so with thankful hearts, knowing that Jesus’ death and resurrection were
for you. And as you live out your faith each day, do so with a passion and an urgency that shows to the
world how much they are loved in Christ and how important the Easter message truly is for them.
We are recipients of the faith, passed on from those first believers, for more than two thousand years, to us
today. It is now our calling and commission to pass on that same legacy of faith to the generations that
follow.
Happy Easter to all of you! May our Lord’s resurrection give you encouragement, confidence and peace as
you live in the resurrection hope that is ours in Christ..
Prayer: Almighty God, for the gift of Your Son Jesus and for the life we have in Him, we give You our
thanks and our praise. We thank You for the reality of our Lord’s resurrection and for the promise of life
we have eternally in Him. Help us, through Your Holy Spirit, to be bold in our witness, confident in the
words we share, and at peace in this life, knowing that we belong eternally to You. Work in us and through
us that the legacy of faith we have received might be passed to the generations that follow, today, tomorrow
and forever. Amen.

Devotion written by the Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Selbo (dselbo@thenalc.org)
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